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All Boys, Always
What does it mean to be an all-boys school?



All boys: Once the norm,  
now the distinction

On April 26, Archbishop Nienstedt blessed a bronze relief 
depicting both Archbishops John Ireland and John Roach 

(pictured here). This handsome sculpture, created by Foster 
Willey, Jr., now hangs at the entrance of the school. Thanks to 
a generous benefactor, we were able to celebrate the 
influences of both Ireland and Roach during our 125th 
anniversary year and create a lasting tribute.  

To be sure, both men were singularly instrumental in 
creating a strong and vibrant school that could meet the 
mission of developing leaders for the region and far beyond. 
The vision for Saint Thomas Academy was clear from the 
outset. And, while in 1885 single-gender schools were more 
the norm, it was no surprise that the Academy would begin 
as an all-boys school. What is somewhat surprising is that the 
Academy has continued as an all-male school for 125 years.  

From the 1960s through the 1980s many all-male 
private schools found their future in merging with all-girls 
schools or becoming coeducational. Often this also meant 
that the JROTC programs were eliminated. While the need  
to strengthen resources guided much of this change, it was 
also true that principles and beliefs had much to do with  
the decisions.

Today, Saint Thomas Academy remains the only 
all-male secondary school in Minnesota and, perhaps, the 
region. The all-male character of the Academy is more than  
a way of organizing a school; it is a sizeable advantage for 
our students. 

How so? Research demonstrates that to be effective in 
teaching boys you have to know how boys learn. There is 
now a great body of research and literature on boys’ learning. 
As an all-male school we can focus on those principles and 
strategies that are essential in teaching young men. 

After decades of paying little attention to the learning 
condition of boys and young men, it has become clear to 
educators and others that a crisis in boys’ education exists 
and has for some time. For example, in 2006, the cover of 

on the cover
Pictured front to back are K. Anderson ’13, M. Ryan ’13  
and S. Kajunju ’13 in John Douglass’ English class.
Photo by Andy King Photography

At the 125th anniversary observance, Archbishop Nienstedt talked 
about the Academy’s history and Ireland’s vision. “For 125 years now, 
Saint Thomas Academy has been striving to instill in young men like 
yourselves, the wisdom and understanding that comes from God,” 
he said. “From my vantage point, the Academy has met with much 
success in this mission.”

Following the dedication, the Archbishop and Maj. Gen. Richard C. 
Nash observed a review of approximately 100 cadets from the Corps 
of Cadets in the gymnasium, as rain prevented a full, outdoor review. 
Archbishop Nienstedt is the first sitting archbishop to review the Corps 
of Cadets since Ireland in the early 1900s.
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The mission of Saint Thomas Academy  

is to help young men build a solid foundation of 
responsible leadership within themselves, the Academy, 

the Catholic Church and the community.

Newsweek pictured four young boys with the headline:  
“The Boy Crisis: At Every Level of Education, They’re Falling 
Behind.“

I am not suggesting that all-male schools are the single 
answer to the education of boys. I am suggesting that a 
considerable strength of STA is the all-male environment and 
the school’s commitment to the education of young men, a 
commitment with a 125-year tenure.  

It is obvious that none of the Academy’s four organizing 
principles (Catholic, College Preparatory, Military/Leadership, 
All-Male) are independent one from another. They are all well 
integrated into all that occurs at STA. But it is helpful from 
time to time to reflect on each of them individually. In this 
issue we consider the all-male environment, the brotherhood 
of young men, and its unique role in defining Saint Thomas 
Academy.

Thomas B. Mich, Ph.D.
Headmaster
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The 46th annual Community 
Auction was a record-breaking 
success! 
Auction Co-Chairs Mary and John Everett, Denise Kennedy 
and Daniel Moakley, and Kelly and Dale Nitschke thank  
and congratulate everyone involved with raising more  
than $345,000 for the Academy. This total includes  
$37,800 raised during the Special Appeal to fund  
AV technology updates.

Thousands of volunteers, donors, attendees and 
advertisers came together to show their support for the 
students and faculty/staff. The money raised helps support 
scholarships, salaries and benefits, classroom supplies  
and co-curricular activities.

Congratulations to all the raffle winners!
Car Raffle — First prize, John and RoxAnn Mannuzza; 
second prize, Eugene Pederson; third prize, Liz Nordstrom

Tuition Raffle — First prize, Ed and Mary Patton; second 
prize, Matt and Kathy Geiser; third prize, Edward Mansur 

Gasoline Car Raffle — H.J. Abbott, Tim and Cammy Baer, 
Will and Kim Hunnewell, Greg Rudisill and Janet Schaffer, 
Eugene Pederson

My Favorite Teacher — Jane Doyle, CW3 Kim Friede,  
1SG Frank Hanson, Tony Kinzley, Joe Seidel, Mark Westlake

Thank You  
to Paul and Becky Walser and everyone at 
the Walser Foundation (Walser.com) for the 
very generous donation of the new Toyota 
Camry Hybrid. 

SAVE THE DATE!

  April 20-21, 201247th Community Auction

Auction photographs are online 
at CADETS.COM/AUCTION8

Guests 
mingle 
during  
Gala Night.

Co-Chairs (L-R) 
Denise Kennedy, 

Kelly Nitschke, 
Mary Everett,  
Dan Moakley,  

Dale Nitschke and  
John Everett.

Ken Mannuzza ’12  
was the lucky 
recipient of his 
parents’ winning 
raffle ticket. Theology 
instructor Father Nels 
Gjengdahl blessed 
the new car. 

www.cadets.com/auction


Charitable Gift Annuity:  
Make a lasting difference
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Advantages of a  
Charitable Gift Annuity:

•	 Provides a legacy gift to  
Saint Thomas Academy.

•	 Lifetime income for yourself 
and possibly another person.

•	 Charitable deduction for a 
portion of the value of the gift.

•	 Part of the annual income  
is considered tax-free.

•	 Capital gains tax savings  
when you contribute 
appreciated assets such  
as stocks and bonds.

As a Saint  Thomas Academy supporter, establishing a charitable gift annuity  

can be among the most meaningful and enduring acts of your lifetime. A Gift 

Annuity with Saint  Thomas Academy provides a steady dependable source of income 

for you or your loved ones, while strengthening a 125-year-old tradition of providing 

exceptional educational experiences for young men and their families. 

A gift annuity makes it possible to transfer cash, real estate, securities such as stocks/

bonds or other assets to Saint  Thomas Academy. In exchange, you or someone you 

designate (such as a spouse, child, sibling or parent) will receive fixed payments for 

the rest of your life. Gift annuities can be established for one or two lives. 

If you are frustrated by low fixed-rate investment returns, a gift annuity may  

be particularly attractive in today’s economic environment because the rates (based 

on your age) typically produce higher income than yields on stocks, bonds and CDs. 

Along with a substantial immediate charitable tax deduction, a charitable gift annuity 

income is also partially tax-free, which boosts the overall effective rate of return.     

We will be happy to discuss this plan with you, your tax advisor or attorney.  

If you would like more information on charitable gift annuities or for a free 

illustration, please contact:

Thomas A. Cierzan			   Christopher P. Ritten ‘80
Director of Major and Planned Gifts		 Director of Institutional Advancement 
(651) 683-1585				    (651) 683-1594  
tcierzan@cadets.com			   critten@cadets.com

Charitable Gift Annuity Rates*
Effective July 1, 2011
 
   Age	 Annuity Rate	  Age	 Annuity Rate
One Life			   Two Lives
60	  4.8%	 60/65	  4.4%
65	  5.3%	 65/70	  4.8%
70	  5.8%	 70/75	 5.4%
75	 6.5%	 75/80	 5.9%
80	 7.5%	 80/85	 6.7%
85	 8.4%	 85/90	 7.9%
90	 9.8%	 90/95	 9.6%
 
 * Rates are recommended by the American Council of Gift Annuities  

A Case Study
Donor:	 Carl P. Rodgers Age: 	 80
Marital status: 	 Widowed

Carl transfers $10,000 in cash to Saint  Thomas Academy  and establishes a Charitable Gift Annuity:
Total tax-deductible portion of Carl’s gift:	 $4,954.30
Carl’s guaranteed gift annuity income (7.2% at age 80)- Total tax-free annual income:   	 $560.88- Total taxable annual income:   	 $159.12
                                            	 ___________Saint Thomas Academy
Gift Annuity annual income:  	 $720.00  (For tax purposes, after nine years the entire annuity is considered 

ordinary income.) 

These calculations are for illustration purposes only and should not be 
considered legal, accounting or other professional advice.  Your actual 
benefits may vary depending on the timing of the gift.

mailto:tcierzan@cadets.com
mailto:critten@cadets.com
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A team from the advancement office, Chris Ritten ’80 and Gerry Brown ’58, traveled to 
California in March, meeting with alumni and handing out the STA Challenge Coin. 

Ritten presents his Challenge 
Coin to Jack Berg ’75 in  
San Jose, CA.

Ritten delivers a Challenge 
Coin to Chris Campion ’79 in 
Squaw Valley, CA.

John Dewes ’54 receives his 
Challenge Coin from Ritten. 

Tom Kenefick ’53 shows his 
best Merlot to Brown with 
his 124-acre Kenefick Ranch 
Vineyard in the background. 

670 Reasons to Give!
STA Annual Fund

 

www.cadets.com/giving 
Thank you for your generosity

 
Michael P. Maxwell ‘84, Director of Annual Giving

651-683-1577 | mmaxwell@cadets.com 

Kristen (Kloskin) Adair, Annual Gift Officer
651-683-1562 | kadair@cadets.com

www.cadets.com/giving
mailto:mmaxwell@cadets.com
mailto:kadair@cadets.com
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Alumni News

2011 Alumni 
Homecoming Weekend
September 29 – October 2, 2011 

Thursday, September 29, 2011 
Senior Stag—5:00-8:00 p.m. (Cafeteria)

 

Friday, September 30, 2011 
— 	Alumni Memorial Mass – 9:00 a.m. (Chapel)

— 	Formation and Presentation of the  
Edward G. Hames Alumni Honors Award to  
Thomas J. Lee ’55 – 10:05 a.m. (Court)

—	 Cadet Pass in Review – 10:40 a.m.  
(Gerry Brown Stadium)

—	 Alumni Association Luncheon and Headmaster 
Report – 12:00 p.m. (Cafeteria)

—	 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony – 4:30 p.m. (Court) 
A reception in the cafeteria follows the ceremony

—	 Alumni Tailgate Party – 5:00 p.m. (Gerry Brown 
Stadium)

—	 Football Game vs. North St. Paul – 7:00 p.m.  
(Gerry Brown Stadium)

—	 All Class Stag – 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. (Cafeteria)

 

Saturday, October 1, 2011
No official events at STA

 

Sunday, October 2, 2011
STA Community Mass and Reception – 10:00 a.m. 
(Chapel)

All alumni, family and friends are invited to celebrate 
Mass with us.

For full details, or to see if your class has any class 
specific information for your upcoming reunion, visit 
alumni.cadets.com/homecoming2011

ALL Alumni are invited! 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped the Fort Snelling grounds 
crew prepare the National Cemetery for Memorial Day ceremonies. Your 
efforts were seen by all who visited the cemetery over Memorial Day 
weekend. We hope to see you again next year! Thank you!

Save the Date!

Stay tuned to alumni.cadets.com/homecoming2011  
for more details and event updates.

Brian Smith ’01 heads 
Alumni Association
Just ten years out from his graduation  
from STA, Brian Smith ’01 has assumed 
leadership of the 2011-12 Alumni  

Association from outgoing president Rick Battis ’79. 

	 “Being involved in the Association over these past four 
years has been such a positive experience for me, and I’d like to 
see more younger alumni from classes of the past ten to 15 years 
get involved. That’s one of my main priorities for the coming year,” 
said Smith, an independent financial services representative. 

	 Smith has served as co-chair of the Alumni Golf Open 
and co-chaired last year’s Athletic Hall of Fame. “It’s been a great 
experience to be part of the Association and to develop 
relationships with alumni from different eras through these 
activities. It’s part of the Academy’s rich tradition and 
brotherhood,” said Smith, whose family connection to the 
Academy includes father Dennis ’70, brother Kevin ’03, and 
several uncles and cousins. 

	 Smith said volunteering with the Association is one way 
to show his appreciation for the education he received at STA.  
“I learned so many valuable life lessons during my high school 
years, lessons that have shaped who I am,” he said. “The 
Association is a great way to give something back.”

	 Smith expressed thanks to Battis and previous past 
presidents. “Hats off to them for paving the way,” he said.

www.alumni.cadets.com/homecoming2011
www.alumni.cadets.com/homecoming2011


2011 Alumni Golf Open
Saint Thomas Academy

Congratulations to Tournament Co-Chairs Ryan Rutzick ’99 and Mike Haddad ’99  
and the 2010-11 Alumni Association President Rick Battis ’79 for a very successful  

tournament, held June 27, at Prestwick Golf Club in Woodbury.Medal Play winners (L-R): first place, Mike 
Jennings ’75; second place, Mike Bann ’77; 
third place, Tom Krebsbach ’69 

Longest Putt:  
Tom Krebsbach ’69

Ron Snyder, Mark Glodek, 
Jeff Rathmanner and Rick 
Battis (all Class of 1979)

Steve Kelly ’86 and  
Kelly Rowe ’79 show off their 

hole sponsorship sign. Promote 
your business next year!

Scramble Play, first place: Bill Flikeid ’99, Brian Linscheid ’99,  
Brett MacKenzie ’99 and Ryan Rutzick ’99 (front)   

Scramble Play, second place: Greg Erickson ’89,  
John Farrell III ’85, Erick Reim ’89 and Dan Sobiech ’89

Scramble Play, third place: Andre Belland ’98,  
Brian Ragatz ’98, Matt Weber ’98 and John Young ’98

Longest Drive, senior: 
Mike Lethert ’57

Closest to the Pin:  
Mike Bann ’77

Conor Marrinan, Jack Geiser, 
Jim McGuire and Mick 
Connelly (all Class of 2007)

Jim Sundberg ’48, Tom Lee ’55 and Pat 
Gallivan ’58 watch Headmaster Dr. Mich take a putt. 

Longest Drive, junior:  
Erick Reim ’89

Jerry Mullin, Mike Sheahan,  
Tom Gainor and Pete Ritten  
(all Class of 1951)

Father and son teams Kelly  
Michel ’69, Matt Michel ’01,  
Mike Giefer ’01 and Jim Giefer ’71 

Many more Alumni Open photos are available online at cadets.com/alumni. 
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Angelo Giuliani ’30 (passed away in 2004) 
Participated in football and basketball; All-Tournament  
in basketball; played minor and major league baseball; 
scouted for three teams.

Dennis Fitzpatrick ’69 of St. Paul, MN 
Participated in football and basketball; All-State 1968-69  
in basketball (CCC leading scorer those years); played 
professional basketball in Europe.

Kevin Berg ’76 of St. Paul, MN 
Participated in football, basketball and baseball; solo captain 
of the 1975 state football champions; coached football at 
STA 1981-86 and 1993-2003.

Sean Maher ’79 (passed away in 2011)
Participated in football, swimming and track; AP and  
Star Tribune football All-State; All-Metro in football and 
swimming; three time letter recipient for football at 
Dartmouth.

Patrick Mascia ’83 of Woodbury, MN 
Participated in soccer, hockey and baseball; voted ‘best 
athlete’ in yearbook; three year starter on Creighton  
baseball team.

Todd Spicer ’97 of St. Paul, MN 
Participated in football, hockey and baseball; All-Metro in 
football and baseball; All-State in baseball; four time letter 
recipient for baseball at Bradley. 

Anthony Abbott ’98 of Inver Grove Heights, MN 
Participated in football and wrestling; Academic  
All-American honorable mention; two time All-State 
honorable mention in wrestling; twice NCAA individual 
wrestling champion and All-American at Augsburg.

Thomas Feely (passed away in 2007)
Coached basketball 1947-54 – four state titles, five 
conference titles; coached baseball 1947-54 – one conference 
title; went on to coach at College of St. Thomas; is in five 
different Halls of Fame.

Leroy “Skip” McMahon (passed away in 1987)
Athletic Director 1947-1979; football coach 1947-65; 
swimming coach 1955-1969.

The induction ceremony will take place on  
September 30, 2011, during Homecoming Reunion activities. 

STA Athletic Hall of Fame, Class of 2011 
The STA Alumni Association is proud to announce the seven alumni and two coaches who will be 
inducted into the Academy’s Athletic Hall of Fame later this year. They are:

Angelo Giuliani ’30 Dennis Fitzpatrick ’69 Kevin Berg ’76 Sean Maher ’79 

Todd Spicer ’97 Anthony Abbott ’98 Thomas Feely

Patrick Mascia ’83

Leroy “Skip” McMahon
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