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From the Headmaster

I am frequently asked how [ believe
Saint Thomas Academy compares to other
schools. It is a tough question because to
answer it you must articulate what is
unique or special about the Academy.

At the core of any school is its
academic program. For nearly 120 years
the Academy has built a tradition of
academic rigor accompanied by the
requisite scholarly discipline. This tradition
of excellence has spanned three centuries
since the school’s founding in 1885.
Academic excellence is our commitment
to our students and to their families.

Yet there are other schools offering
educational excellence. Academic achieve-
ment is essential for a school of excellence,
but it is not sufficient. There must be more
to the complete educational experience.

The traditions and values that
surround and inform teaching and
learning at the Academy are healthy and
active. Most importantly, they include the
Christian heritage and Catholic faith, both
taught and practiced. They also include
leadership opportunities for every young
man, along with multiple co-curricular
activities and athletics. Civic and
community service are not only expected,
they are required.

Academic excellence occurs within
the atmosphere of these traditions and it
occurs in a setting dedicated to the unique
and specific learning and developmental
needs of young men — a small school
setting from which personal accountability,
community and lifelong friendships develop.

Yes, I believe Saint Thomas is
unique. There are many other good
schools. But the Academy offers more
than an education. To be sure, our goal is
to provide an excellent education for each
student, but our mission is to develop
well-educated young men who are morally
sensitive, community-minded and capable
of leadership.

So, I submit, when it comes to
examining a school, the whole is greater
than its parts. The special character of
Saint Thomas Academy is found in that
unique blend of academic excellence,
traditions, values and setting.

Thomas B. Mich, Ph.D.
Headmaster

The Brigade staff prepares for the
Military Review in October.
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ON THE COVER...Academy tradition continued
in November when Nathan Walcker was
named the 97th Cadet Colonel. He received
hugs and congratulations from his mother,
Mary Walcker.

SarnT THOMAS ACADEMY

The mission of SaintThomas
Academy is to help young men build
a solid foundation of responsible
leadership within themselves, the
Academy, the Catholic Church,
and the community.




VOICES

Reflecting on a diverse

learning community

In 1995, the Board of Trustees formalized its commitment to diversity as an
important component of an Academy education in the following statement:
“Being faithful to the Gospel messages of justice and equality, as well as the
dignity of all people, and recognizing that Saint Thomas Academy is greatly
enriched by the diversity of its students and faculty, the Saint Thomas
Academy community, therefore,
continually strives to:

e foster an inclusive environment
that involves all students and
faculty in its academic, spiritual,
extracurricular, and social life.

e understand and appreciate the
uniqueness of each individual
in the Saint Thomas Academy
community by teaching a

‘j.' LT
curriculum which reflects a
diverse and global approach
to the contributions and
ﬂ’ accomplishments of individuals
. to our world.

Above are Diversity Club members Avery e attract and retain Students and

Winter ‘07, Myles McDowell ‘07 and faculty from varied cultural, racial, and socioeconomic backgrounds.”
Michael Daly 07.

Presented on the following pages are reflections by students, alumni and
family about their experiences being part of a diverse learning community at
Saint Thomas Academy.

“The STA Board's Committee on Admissions, Diversity
and Marketing is charged to examine, advise, and explore
improvements in the Academy's diversity program.

The Committee is exploring ways to both maintain an
atmosphere of acceptance for diversity within the student
body as well as to expand the diversity of the student body
and faculty overall.”

Bill Hoffmann, Chairman of the Board of Trustee’s
Admissions, Diversity and Marketing Committee



Voices

—continued

At right, students and the
diversity coordinators from
Saint Thomas Academy and
Visitation attended the 8th
Annual Student Leadership
Multicultural Education
Conference at the
University of St. Thomas on
September 23, 2004.

“lIt is
extremely
important for
students of
this day and
age to be knowledgeable of the
many cultures that influence
everyday life!”

Martin Hamilton ‘05

Building a sense of belonging

By FIRST SERGEANT FERNANDO HERNANDEZ (RET.)
STA DivERsITY COORDINATOR

As an academic community with a vision to develop and prepare young men for the challenges of
life, guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, Saint Thomas Academy strives to create an
environment where all people, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, or religion feel welcome. In

“STA's Diversity Club gives
students a chance to express
themselves on issues dealing
with race and diversity in
general. It is the
one place where
we can all be
friends and not
worry about the
stresses of
everyday life!”
Michael Braunlin ‘05

my role as diversity coordinator for STA, [ work closely with others to create a welcoming
community and to address diversity issues. These include ensuring that our student population
represents the community we serve, as well as increasing the number of teachers of color at STA.

[ also have the opportunity to work with the religion department in addressing social justice
issues. By facilitating discussions in religion classes, students are able to voice their opinions and
concerns. Several years ago, these student discussions led to the formation of a student diversity
club. The group meets regularly to plan events for the STA student body and to organize field trips
to local diversity conferences.

“In middle
" L school, | felt “We came to STA so we could
| came from Nigeria two .
very self- get the best education and the
years ago. When | came to " .. . . .
. I am biracial, part Mexican conscious best college preparation we
STA, | felt kind of okay . L
. and part Black. In my three when everyone could. Being minorities at
because | was new and it was . . .
years here, people really went up for SaintThomas is rarely an issue.

a military school and almost

all of the people were
different from me and there
were no girls, which was
weird because every school
| went to had girls and my
friends were laughing at me
because | was going to a
boys’ school. But later | felt
much better.”

Emmanuel Okanla ‘08

haven't treated me
differently. The Academy is
usually thought of as a place
only for rich people. There are
many students that come
here from different cultural
backgrounds and from rich
areas, middle class areas,
and lower class areas.”

Gavin Martinez ‘08

communion and | couldn’t
because | was Presbyterian.

| felt left out of the religious
aspect of the school and felt
that one of the four pillars
didn’t apply to me. But when

| discussed my views with
others | started to find a middle
ground. | found that STA was
very accepting and did not look
down on my beliefs.”

Kiel Larsen ‘05

We were a little unsure at first
because we knew it was a
mostly all-white environment,
but when we arrived, we
began to realize there were
other kids just like us.”

Avery Winter ‘07, Myles
McDowell ‘07 and Jared

Gray ‘07



Toward
a more
diverse
student
body

By JoHN DoAN 92
MEeMBER, STA
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

John Doan ‘92 and family

~

“The Academy’s

o . four pillars — all-

male, Catholic, military, and college-prep — are our strengths but
they also present some challenges in terms of cultivating a
diverse student population. People tend to think that only a very
distinct niche of students would be interested in the Academy.
But the Academy has so much more to offer to boys from all
backgrounds.

[ came to the United States when I was four years old after
my family left Vietnam following the war: I attended the Academy
on scholarship. [ gained a lot of stability, focus and maturity that |
wouldn’t have otherwise had at another school. The close
attention and the caring nature of the teachers made a big
difference for me.

However, there weren’t a lot of minority students and that
was hard. At that age, young men have So many questions about
identity and self. [ went through high school believing that [ was
white even though that wasn’t how other people perceived me.
['ve come to realize that everyone deals with questions of their
own identity.

[ do believe we need to work on a more diverse community
at the Academy. That means not only increasing the number of
Students of color but also teachers of color and those in
leadership positions. In turn, we need to provide the appropriate
incentives and resources to fully support them.

[ view our four pillars as liberating, not confining. We need
to leverage the Academy's values, rich history, culture of
excellence and resources to meet the challenges of educating
young men in an ever increasingly diverse and global economy.”

W Dick Sp?ce-r (center) with son

Judd ‘94 and Todd ‘97
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Jewish heritage was
no barrier to acceptance

Being Jewish, Dick Spicer and his wife felt the Catholic
identity of Saint Thomas Academy was not a major issue
when they considered the school for their two sons.

“We live in Mendota Heights so the Academy was
almost like our neighborhood school, in a way,” said Dick.
“A lot of the boys’ friends planned to go there. Plus, my
father-in-law (Gerald Perelstein '37) was an alum so we
were already familiar with the caliber of the school.”

Judd "94 enrolled in the first year of the STA middle
school and decided to stay on for high school. Brother
Todd "97 followed in his footsteps.

“I received a great education at the Academy,”
said Todd, who cutrently attends Hamline University Law
School. Judd is a professional writer. “Even though we
were in a minority, religion-wise, we were always well-
respected. Creed or color is not what they judge people
on at the Academy.”

Religion classes were optional when the Spicer
brothers attended the Academy. Today, all students are
required to take classes that focus on the Catholic faith as
well as explore other major religions of the world. “It’s
characteristic of the Academy that when they began
considering mandatory religion classes, they called me
as a Jewish parent to get my input,” Dick said. “We
understood the decision had to do with strengthening
STA’s Catholic identity.”

A sports-minded family, Dick coached STA baseball
for several years, while Todd played baseball, hockey and
football. He was named a team captain five times and was
also commander of the Crack Drill Squad his senior year.

“[ think it says something about the Academy,”
Dick said, “that religion never seemed to be a factor in the
decisions related to leadership positions.”
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Chuck Denny ‘48

Scholarship kindles
the American dream

Chuck Denny ’48 delights in the letters he receives from
recipients of the scholarship fund he established several
years ago at Saint Thomas Academy.

“You get the sense that these students are building a
solid foundation for their future,” said Denny, a prominent
Twin Cities business executive and retired CEO of ADC
Telecommunications. “Anleducation doesn’t crumble away
like sand. It’s something that can never be taken away
from these young men.”

The Charles M. Denny, Jr. 48 Scholarship Fund
assists students from minority families who would
otherwise not be able to attend STA.

“Education is the traditional ladder for immigrants
and people in poverty to more fully enter society equipped
to prosper and bring their family to the next step,” he said.
“Knowing how these students are excelling feels like a
splendid revival of the American dream.”

The scholarship is also aimed at building a more
varied learning environment at the Academy, Denny said.
This adds to the richness of the educational experience.

During his time as a cadet, the Academy was largely
homogenous, reflecting the demographics of Minnesota at
that time. Today’s students, however, need a different
experience, he said.

“We live in a multicultural world and it’s important
that youngsters become acclimated to that at an early age.
It’s about coming to appreciate the goodness of having
different views, different histories, different traditions.

It’s like adding spices to a meal — diversity makes the
meal a lot better.”

STA's financial aid difference

By Robley Evans, Director of Business Affairs

Among the traditions that set Saint Thomas Academy apart
from other schools is its financial aid program, both in the
amount available, and the approach in awarding financial aid.

A number of SaintThomas Academy’s many generous donors
have designated gifts for Financial Aid Endowments, which now
have a market value of $6,500,000. Earnings from these
endowments, along with a portion of the annual fund gifts, are
used to provide $1,250,000 in financial aid for our students in
this 2004-05 school year. Currently, 30% of our students receive
financial aid, with $6,250 as the average grant amount. This
compares to other area private schools which average $10,000
grants to approximately 15% of their students. So why the
difference?

Five years ago, the Academy decided to not only increase the
amount of financial aid as a percent of overall tuition, but to
make sure the financial aid was distributed in order to have a
diverse socio-economic student body, including students from
“middle income” families. Standard financial aid models
typically award large dollar amounts to students from lower-
income homes, but not much to anyone else. This leaves the
economic diversity of these schools like a “barbell” — many
students on both ends, but thin across the middle. Saint
Thomas Academy has adjusted these standard formulas to
have a need-based financial aid program that covers both
socio-economic groups. Some examples are listed below.

We strongly encourage every family to inquire about financial
assistance, especially middle-income families. With our strong
benefactors and the school’s philosophy on granting financial
aid, SaintThomas Academy can be an affordable option.

Examples of financial aid: Family scenarios

Family size— Family of 6
Gross Income—  $80,000

Family of 6  Family of 5
$120,000 $60,000

#@ STA 2 1 1

# @ Other Private* 2 2 0

# @ Public 0 1 2

Total Aid per Student $7,400 $2,600 $6,900
Family size— Family of 5 Family of 5 Family of 4
Gross Income—  $80,000 $100,000 $80,000

#@ STA 1 1 1

# @ Other Private* 0 2 0

# @ Public 2 0 1

Total Aid per Student $4,400 $3,500 $4,000

*Other private includes: students in college, other private high schools, or private grade schools.



In October, Governor Tim Pawlenty invited
the Color Guard to present and post the
colors at the swearing-in ceremony for

Justice C. Barry Anderson.

Senior officer promotions: Walcker named Cadet Colonel

Nathan Henry Walcker was named the 97th Cadet Colonel at the annual
promotion ceremony in November. Pictured above, receiving the Fleming Saber
from Headmaster Thomas Mich, he started at STA in seventh grade.

Before his promotion to Cadet Colonel, Nate was the Commander of Foxtrot
Company. His school activities include: football, Cadence editor, Kaydet editor,
Kee Club, Intramural Basketball, and the Super Fan Club. Outside of school he has
volunteered for Meals On Wheels, Giving Tree, and the FLY Team for planning
youth retreats at his church. During his few spare moments, Nate enjoys
lifting weights, writing poetry, and being with his friends.

When asked about his six years at the Academy, Nate said,
“It means a lot to me. It has molded me into the person that I am today
and I know that it has changed me for the better. Having many family
members (including grandfather Richard Keller 50 and uncle Richard
Keller, Jr. '74) attend STA has caused me to understand what the word
tradition means.”

The class of 2005 exhibits such strength of character that six,
instead of the traditional five, other cadets were promoted to the rank of

Congressman Jim Ramstad was the guest speaker
at the annual Veterans Day program in November.

Lieutenant Colonel: Joe Schaefer — Deputy Commander, David Patterson — Chief of
Staff, Grant Anderson — Brigade Executive Officer, Brian Borg — Blue Battalion After the event, the congressman posed with STA
Commander, Nick DePrey — White Battalion Commander, Christian Pilhofer — alumni and former faculty veterans.

Gold Battalion Commander.
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For the 20th year, Campus Ministers

from STA and Cretin-Derham Hall . 1 ‘
hosted a Christmas party for "h '
children from low-income homes.
This year, “Santa” (STA cadet Tim s b "
Scallen ‘05) greeted 45 children : | t

from St. Matthew's Daycare

Four new STA Trustees named

In thisfirst year for a new nomination process to the STA Board
of Trustees, four individuals were selected from the more than
40 nominees.

William Foussard ‘72 is currently president of Foussard
Hospitality, Inc. and owner and operator of the Americanna Inn and
Conference Center (St. Cloud) and Best Western White Bear Country
Inn and Rudy’s Red Eye Grille (White Bear Lake). The youngest

in St. Paul. By e

the American College of Physicians and the Ramsey County Medical
Society. Jim and his wife, Ginger, have three children, including
Michael "01.

Susan Lund, Ph.D. is an executive level consultant specializing
in education and training, organizational change, and service process
improvement projects. Previously, she was a vice president at Oracle
Corporation where she ran the delivery and consulting organization

for the Americas Division of Oracle University. Susan and her husband,

Stephen Mase, have two sons — Stephen '01 and Sean ’04.

recipient of the Hames Alumni Award, he is also a member of the

Saint Thomas Academy Alumni Association Board.

Jessie Nicholson is an attorney and in senior management at

Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS) in its St. Paul

Dr. James Giefer ‘71 is a physician at HealthEast Clinics in

Administrative Office. She has spent her entire legal career with

St. Paul. He is the former chief of staff and director of medical

SMRLS, a non-profit law firm serving the civil legal needs of low

education at St. Joseph’s Hospital in St. Paul and an active member of

income persons. Jessie and her husband, Charles, have one son,

Ephraim '04.

NEWSWORTHY

The 2005 National Merit Scholarship
Program recognized nine Academy
seniors. Carl Forsberg was named a
Semifinalist and Nick DePrey, Kyle
Drake, Charlie Holtz, Alex Kurt,
Fabrizio Montermini, Christian
Pilhofer, Shanti Pothapragada, and
Ben Vatterott were named
Commended Students. Senior Morgan
France was named as an Honorable
Mention Finalist in the National Hispanic
Recognition Program.

In October, Bill and Diana Makens
were given the 2004 St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Award by the National
Catholic Education Association for
their “extraordinary, longtime support of
Catholic education.” Parents of Academy
graduates James ‘95, Michael 98,
John ’01, Christopher 03, the couple
has a long history of supporting STA,
including Bill’s service on the Board,
Diana chairing the 1999 Community
Auction, and their generous contribution

to build the Gerry Brown Football Stadium.

Longtime Academy social studies teacher
and coach Paul Maloney (1978 -
1989) began a new position in August
as the Director of Secondary Education
for the Archdiocese of Chicago.

The new air-supported dome at the
Academy is up! Jack Zaht, STA’s
Director of Athletics and Activities,
said, “Athletics, physical education,
and the Leadership department all
benefit from the new space.”




The Eighth Grade Soccer team won the Twin City
Championship and the Catholic Athletic Association
Championship. The team finished the year with a 13-0-1 record.

In October, cadets welcomed
their grandparents to school
for a Mass and reception. The
Middle School band and choir
provided entertainment and the
High School executed its first
military review.

Mike Wright ‘56 received the Opus SANCTI THOMAE
medal at the annual Opus SANCTI THOMAE dinner
in'October.

IN THE CLASSROOM AND ON THE FIELD

Math Department teachers attended the The Varsity Football team finished fourth in Hoyland and Christian Pilhofer set a

National Council of Mathematics Regional
Conference in November. The Math
Department welcomes student teacher
Jeff Smith 97 from St. Mary’s University
of Minnesota.

VISTA Productions presented Nickel and
Dimed in November and will present
Perfect Disorder on January 21-23, 2005,
at the DeSales Auditorium at Visitation.

Juniors Austin Omodt and George
Williams qualified for the state Cross
Country meet for the second year in a row.
The Cross Country team placed third in
the 3AA section meet and fourth in the
Classic Suburban Conference.

the Conference with a 5 — 3 record. Players
named All-Conference: Kyle Barker, Kyle
Berg, Tony Jawor, Will Purdy, and
Nathan Walcker. Honorable Mention
players: Brian Borg, Travis Hines, Dave
Orme, and Tim Wozniak.

The Varsity Soccer team placed sixth in the

Conference with a 5-5-1 record. Players
named All-Conference: John Greenfield,
Colin Kinsel, and Joseph Lindsay.
Honorable Mention players: Clayton
Burke, Zachary Griggs, and Nicholas
Roeller.

The Swimming and Diving team won its

sixth straight Conference Relay Title. The
200 breaststroke relay team of Michael
Bergstrom, Carl Forsberg, Matt

new record with a time of 2:03:45, which
broke the old conference record, also held
by STA, by 5.5 seconds.

The Varsity Policy Debate team of

Fabrizio Montermini and Nick Prickel
qualified for the National Debates in
Philadelphia in June, 2005. Nolan Green
won a Novice Debater tournament in

November.

The first Coffeehouse of the school year

was a big success. Sponsored by the Write
Place, students and faculty gathered to
share their original art, writings, and music.

The Middle School Quiz Bowl team won

the annual Catholic Quiz Bowl Tournament
in December.




In November, the STA Quiz Bowl team won
the Blake Quiz Bowl Kickoff for the third
straight year, becoming the first school to
win the tournament three times. Fifteen of
the top quiz bowl schools from the metro
area fielded two teams each; both teams
from STA qualified for the playoffs. Pictured
above, the team of senior captain Carl
Forsberg, juniors Josh Mollner

and Jack Boyle, and sophomore Tom
Sullivan, won the title with a score of
320 — 240 over the defending state
champions from St. Anthony.

CHECK OUT STA
ON THE WEB

Have you visited www.cadets.com
recently? Get information on class
syllabuses, school news, sports
results, admissions, and the school
schedule. There’s also the Alumni
Community section — you can
connect with classmates, update your
personal information, and plan your
reunion. And be sure to check out the
E-Store for a selection of STA
merchandise!

MEET THE FACULTY: DOUG HOVERSON

In this new feature, readers are invited to learn more about the dedicated faculty at the
Academy, beginning with social studies teacher Doug Hoverson (pictured above at right).

Started at STA: Fall of 1991

Subjects: American History, Debate and
track.

First teaching job: As a substitute at 15
different buildings in six different districts.

Hobby: Doug is a member of
Vocalessence, a singing group with more
than 100 members who perform at
locations around the country.

Brush with fame: In 2002, while Doug
was performing at a function at the
University of Michigan, he shared the
stage with, and then escorted, fellow
alumnus, actor James Earl Jones, around
the campus. Doug said, “He has such an
amazing presence; he fills up the room
when he enters. [ could listen to the
man read the phone book.”

A teaching moment: “Having a problem
student come back ten years later to tell
me he passed the Florida Bar Exam and
wanted to thank me for sticking with
him.”

Fact of interest: Doug is currently on
sabbatical from the Academy to
research and write a book about the
history of breweries in Minnesota.

The book will detail neighborhood
breweries (there were once 235
individual breweries in the state), the
art and chemistry involved in brewing,
how the owners supported the
community and how the workers grew
the neighborhoods around their places
of work.

Why I teach at STA: “The sense of
community; that students and families
like, respect, and trust the teachers to
do their best.”

Favorite music: Gustaf Mahler; The
Who; Thelonious Monk

Family: Married to Kerry; they have
two children.




DEVELOPMENT NEWS

The 40th Annual Saint Thomas Academy Community Auction

Derby Days

April 15 - 16, 2005

SAVE THE DATES!

Chairperson Kathy Short invites you to learn more
about the Community Auction.

YOUR GUIDE TO-THE
2005 COMMUNITY AUCTION — DERBY DAYS.

Family Night — April 15, 2005
Parents, students, faculty and staff, alumni and their families,
grandparents, parents of alumni and members of the larger
community come to the school to bid on items, play carnival games,
munch on food, see the Crack Drill Squad perform and have fun.

Gala Night — April 16, 2005
Parents, alumni, parents of alumni, and friends gather for a
delicious dinner catered by The Saint Paul Hotel and a
rollicking evening of bidding on live and silent auctions.

Wish List

P PRy Tre
We are looking for items for  « Tickets to “special” golf events,
the Live and Silent Auctions. such as the PGA Championship or the

If you are interested in Masters
donating one of the items ~ « Body makeover items, such as dental &
: listed, or any other item, work, face lift, chemical peel, spa daysf
please contact Auction « Airline tickets
Associate Chris + Outdoor/summer/Bar-B-Que items
Zimmermann at * Vineyard visits
czimmermann@cadets.com  « “Themed” dinner parties
S or651-683-1590. + Sports memorabilia

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Members of the 2005 Community Auction coordinating committee.

Table Captain Eachtable at the Gala seats ten
people.You can act as a table “captain” and ask
others to sit with you (invite alumni from your class,
parents from your son’s grade, team or club) and
send in your.RSVP card with a full table. While
people do dress up for this event, it is a carefree
evening of friends getting together to have fun and
show their support for the students and teachers.

Underwriter A successful Auction needs to have
underwriting support. We ask members of the STA
community to provide a tax-deductible cash gift to
help pay for the expenses associated with the
Auction.

Gala and Golden Guarantor Pledge your support
for the Auction by reserving your place in January.
Guarantors and Golden Guarantors are recognized
in the catalog. A Golden Guarantor purchases a
ticket at an increased price to reserve a table at the
front of the room.

Quick Check When you arrive at the Auction (Family
or Gala Night) you can register your payment
information when you check-in. At the end of the
evening, you pick up your invoice and then your
items — you don’t have to wait in line to pay.

Guaranteed Purchase Price On each bid sheet for
the silent auction, there is a “Guaranteed Purchase
Price!” By placing your bid in this box, the item is
closed and sold to you.This allows you to buy an
item you really want without having to return and
up your bid amount.
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$23 MILLION RAISED FOR STA DURING HIS TENURE
Development head Rob Nordin resigns

After serving the Academy for 11 years as the Executive Director of Institutional
Advancement, Rob Nordin has resigned his position to become the Director of
Development for the College of Veterinary Medicine and the Raptor Center at the
University of Minnesota.

Under his leadership, the Academy’s fundraising efforts focused on the
donors, not the dollars. As a result, the Annual Fund has grown from $592,544 in
1994 to $1,201,957 in 2004 and, in fact, in the last five years the Annual Fund
has raised over $1,000,000 annually. The Community Auction consistently raises
over $250,000 each year, making it one of the premier fundraising events in the
Twin Cities. In total, during Nordin’s tenure, the Academy raised over $23 million.

Nordin also guided dedicated volunteers under the leadership of Chair Mike
Wright ’56 and former Headmaster John Greving in the largest and most successful
capital campaign in Academy history. The Pride and Promise campaign raised $12
million in increased endowments for student financial aid, faculty development and
technology, and new and improved facilities. The new Middle School and Media
Center were made possible by the Pride and Promise campaign.

The decision to leave was bittersweet, Nordin said. “Every second of
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Rob Nordin posed with his cake at a farewell party.

representing this great place has been a joy. Period. The capacity for kindness and generosity in this community is humbling, indeed.

All of it will stay with me forever. I wish the Academy continued success and the very best for the future. I will be following the

progress at the Academy with much interest for years to come and will remain ever grateful for having been part of its team.”

Consider gifts of marketable securities
Many alumni, parents, and friends of Saint Thomas
Academy make gifts of stock, bonds or other securities
that have appreciated in value or that are no longer

CARS WITH HEART™

serving their purposes as an investment. In many cases, Vehicle donations another way to help

this is a very “tax wise” way to support the Academy,
as the tax law provides built-in incentives for these
kinds of gifts.

Gifts of securities to Saint Thomas Academy can
be efficiently made by instructing your broker to transfer
the securities to the Academy’s Morgan Stanley Dean
Witter account or deliver stock certificates issued in
your name to the Advancement Office.

Planning to get a new vehicle? Please consider donating your old
vehicle to Saint Thomas Academy instead of trading it in. Donated
cars, trucks, vans, boats, and motorcycles are prepared for resale
and the Academy receives a portion of the sale proceeds which go
to the school’s operating budget. Donors receive a charitable tax
deduction (see your tax advisor for full details on deductibility). For
more information about the Vehicle Donation Program, visit the
website at www.cadets.com or call Annual Fund Director Greg

For full details regarding a gift of securities to Vannelli '72 at 651-683-1593.

the Academy, please call the Advancement Office at
651-683-1594.



2005 EDWARD G. HAMES ALUMNI HONORS AWARD

Rev. Michael O’Connell ‘59
to receive Hames Award

-rhe selection committee, made up of past presidents of the
Alumni Association, has selected The Reverend Michael J.
O'Connell '59 as the 2005 Hames Alumni Honors recipient.

Father O’Connell serves as Rector of the Basilica of
St. Mary and Pastor of Church of the Ascension, both in
Minneapolis. He has served as pastor of St. Cecilia’s in St. Paul,
associate pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle in Minneapolis, director
of the archdiocesan Permanent Deaconate Program, director of
vocations, and Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia for
the Archdiocese. He has also served as a director of Saint
Thomas Academy and was awarded the Opus Sancti Thomae
medal in 2002.

Both of Father O’Connell’s parishes pursue interfaith
relationships with downtown and North Side congregations
including Temple Israel and Masjid An-Nur Mosque. Father
O’Connell also helped establish The Jeremiah Program, which

breaks the cycle of poverty and promotes self-sufficiency for low-

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS

income single mothers
and their children by
provide housing,
educational support,
child care and life
skills classes. Known
to his friends as a
visionary and an adept
fundraiser, he is
acknowledged as a
leader in the local
Catholic community

HAMES AWARD

Rev. Michael 0’Connell ‘59

who believes the church is alive and involved in the world.

Father O’Connell will be presented the Hames Award on
Friday, May 6, 2005, in front of the Corps of Cadets as part of
Alumni Weekend festivities.

Alan (Bud) Ruvelson ‘32 was
given the City of St. Paul Outstanding
Citizen Award in April, 2004, for his civic
dedication and commitment. In October,
2004, Bud was asked by Archbishop
Harry Flynn to serve on a discussion panel
assembled to reflect upon the unique
relationship between Catholics and Jews
in St. Paul.

Jonathan Mercer 99 was one of
about 175 students from 15 countries
chosen to attend an annual international
business conference in New York in
November, 2004. Jonathan discussed and
debated government and business issues
with executives from more than 70 Fortune
500 companies and political leaders from
around the world. Jonathan is a business

economics and computer science major at
St. Cloud State University.

Eugene Palermo, Ph.D. 65 was
honored with an ASTM International Award
of Merit for his long-term service to ASTM
committee work in July, 2004. ASTM
Committee F17 on Plastic Piping Systems
cited Dr. Palermo for his “outstanding
dedication, meritorious service and

continues next page ——
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note at the on-line alumni

THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2005

Senior Stag Dinner at STA
Classes of 1955 and prior
5:30 p.m. Social hour

6:30 p.m. Dinner

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2005

Alumni Open Skating
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at SaintThomas Ice Arena

Reunion Class Dinner -

MSP Airport Hilton

2 A 5:30 p.m.
005 S FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2005 a5 b
ALUMNI Welcome Alumni and Friends 7:45 p.m.

. 00 s 8:30 p.m.

WEEKEND 10:00 a.m. Headmaster's report

11:00 a.m. Alumni Memorial Mass

Call your classmates
today or leave a class

community. Let people
know you are coming to
Alumni Weekend. Get
involved in the planning.

2:00 p.m. Cadet Military Review

All alumni are invited to march in
the 100th Year Brigade Celebration.

Class Reunion Stag Party

7:30 p.m. All classes are welcome
8:30 p.m. Crack Drill Squad
performance

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS, continued

leadership.” Dr. Palermo has concentrated
on plastic piping systems for gas
applications and life forecasting for
polyethylene piping materials used in the
gas industry.

Monsignor James Doyle ‘49
received an honorary Doctorate from the
University of South Dakota in May, 2004.
Msgr. Doyle had served as the Chair for
Religious Studies in the College of Arts and
Science and pastor of the Catholic Newman
Center from 1967 to 1979. Msgr. Doyle
delivered the commencement address to
the class of 2004.

12:10 p.m. Dedication of the Michael
Rongitsch Commons

12:35 p.m. Alumni Association’s annual
meeting and lunch program

1:45 p.m. Hames Alumni Honors Award
presentation

Social gathering
Dinner
Short program

Jazz and dance music*

* All STIM)A alumni and their guests
are invited.

Alumni golf tournament at new
Highland course set for June 17, 2005

Save the date for the 45th Annual Alumni Golf
Tournament at Highland National Golf Course in
St. Paul. This is the first event to be held on the
new course.

Friday, June 17, 2005, 1:00 p.m. shotgun start.

The cost of the event is $75.00 per person.The 6:00 p.m.
social at the 19th hole is free and open to all. Visit
www.cadets.com (on the main page, click the Alumni
Online Community button) to reserve your spot now.

Timothy Scanlan ‘64 was named

one of five “Outstanding Directors” by
Twin Cities Business Monthly. Tim is the
Director and Chair of Synovis Life
Technologies, a St. Paul-based medical
device company that develops and
manufactures implantable surgical devices.
He is also president and CEO of the
Scanlan Group, a family-run organization
that designs and manufactures surgical
instruments.

Tom Clements ‘73 will open the
first Catholic college in Georgia in 2005.
After selling his Atlanta-based business,
Conduit Software, in 1999, Tom looked for

a new business venture. His answer came
when he discovered that there are 235
Catholic colleges in the U.S. but none in
Georgia. Southern Catholic’s doors are set
to open in the fall of 2005; about 5,000
potential students have requested
applications.

Sean Kennedy ‘81 was profiled in
the Spring 2004 University of St. Thomas
magazine for his work with inmates at the
Hennepin County Jail. Sean, a nurse,
evaluates the physical and mental condition
of incoming inmates and also attends to the
medical needs of the inmates.




We want to hear from you!
Please send your contributions
to Class Notes via email at
mpatrick@cadets.com, the
Internet at www.cadets.com
(Alumni Online Community) or by
mail, attention Alumni Office.
We will use as many as possible
in each issue of the Saber.

1930s

From the son of Frank J.
Winter '33: “It is with deep
sadness that | inform you of
the death of my father,
Frank J. Winter, STA class
of 1933. Frank passed away
peacefully in his sleep on
July 22, after a brief illness,
with family members at his
side!” Frank was the father
of David G. Winter ‘59
and Stephen J. Winter
‘61.

1940s

Lloyd Flynn "40 writes:
“2005 will be the class of
1940's 65th reunion, the
Good Lord willing. Hope-
fully, there will be more
there than in 2000? | am
biking, traveling and staying
active in WWII vets' doings
by e-mail, letters, phone,
and fighting the good fight
for conservative action.
Semper Fi and good luck

1"

Charles Gandy ‘41 writes
that they moved from
Colorado Springs last July
on medical advice, because
his wife - the former
Barbara Morrissey of

St. Paul — could no longer
live at 7,000 feet. They're
now back in Visalia, CA,
where they lived for three
years some 30 years ago.

John Fogarty '42 spent
the Labor Day weekend in
the Twin Cities, having a
delightful luncheon with
Dr. Jack Frankel 43, Wally
Kurtz and Rob Nordin, and a
great conversation with
John Greving. He and his
wife celebrated their 54th
wedding anniversary
October 14.

Donald Sault 43 is now
at the Veterans Home at
Fort Snelling. He would

Jack Chapman ‘54 and
Ed Thompson ‘61 finally
found their niche in life as
Starters atThe Classic at
Madden’s Resort.

love visits or phone calls
from any of his Academy
classmates.

Jerome Holewa 43 took a
cruise last year to Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland,
Quebec and the East Coast.
He turned 80 this year, and
missed shooting his age by
2 strokes.

Jerome McPharlin ‘46,
passed away on August 9,
2004 in Blackfoot, ID.

Everything's going well
for Richard Dunn 49.
He had a recent visit
with a “youthful” Julian
McFadden ‘49 and his
wife, Deanna.

“After 36 years in engineer-
ing at Honeywell, | retired
in 1985,” writes Carl
Baumgaertner '42.

He has been teaching
engineering at Harvey
Mudd College in Claremont,
California for the last 20
years. “Mary Catherine and
| will celebrate our 57th
wedding anniversary in
June!

Robert O’Connor '44
writes that his daughter,
Mary Openlander, has co-
authored a book, Breast
Cancer: One Disease, Two
Women, Four Seasons. He

also notes that Jim
Monnahan ‘44 is walking
bowlegged. You'll have to
ask him what that means...

Captain Eugene

Masica "40 reports that his
grandson, Richard Michael
Masica, is now a LCDR in
the Navy and is completing
his two-year project as a
graduate of the Navy test
Pilot School.

Nancy Baker Frey, the
beloved wife of George
Frey, Jr. ‘45, passed away
on November 27, 2004.
The Frey family is in our
prayers.

1950s

Robert Sipe ‘50 reports
that he's retired and living
on Lake Pokegama in
northern Minnesota. He

is a cruise priest and port
chaplain at Duluth for the
Apostleship of the Sea, a
ministry of the U.S. Catholic
Conference.

The fifth edition of the

book by Dr. Robert W.
Langran ‘52, The United
States Supreme Court: An
Historical and Political
Analysis, was published in
2004. He is still teaching full
time at Villanova University.

13
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Joseph Cleary '52 says
hello to all his Saint
Thomas Academy
classmates and friends.
Joe and his wife, Janine,
recently celebrated the
birth of their 12th
grandchild, Caleb Steven.

Kenneth Grosser ‘55
observes "It's a good thing
our 50th is in May. If it
were in April, | wouldn't be
able to make it. I'll buy a
German beer for anyone
that would like one!”

Brother Michael
McGovern, O.P. '59,
sends greetings to all his
classmates. He is a
chaplain at St. John's
Hospice in Denver, CO
and will celebrate his 44
years of profession as a
Dominican Brother in the
Dominican Order, Province
of St. Albert the Great.

Thomas McGeehan ‘58
writes that he tried to climb
Mount Rainier in June.
Score: Mountain-1, Tom-0.

Brian Leo 58 reports that
he is having a large show
of works at Augustana
College in Sioux Falls, SD
during January and
February, 2005.

Father Tim Nolan ‘57 is
enjoying a sabbatical after
retiring from 37 years of
active ministry, the last 23
as founding pastor of the
Church of Saint Paul in
Ham Lake.

1960s

Frank Kiesner 62 heads
a company called
Oncotech. Located in

-
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Jack Kloster ‘49 sent in a photo of his son and his three
grandsons taking in aYankees game. Jack writes that
“God willing — all three boys will go to the Academy.”
Jack and his wife Donna are tour directors for a 2005
Rome Pilgrimage. For more information on the trip,

Jack can be reached at dklo2233@aol.com.

Orange County, CA, the
company has been on the
cutting edge of cancer
diagnosis, treatment and
testing, genomics and bio-
technology related to the
disease for the last decade.
Mike Glarner ‘80 relocated
to California years ago to
work with Frank.

Michael Salscheider ‘62,
CLU RHU, started a new
insurance agency June 1,
2004, called Prime Time
Health Advisors, LLC,
located in Rochester, MN.

Peter Matlon ‘63 writes:
“Since January 2004, my
wife, Joyce, and | have
been living in Nairobi,
Kenya, where | have taken
on new responsibilities
within the Rockefeller
Foundation. | am now
serving as the
Foundation's Director of
the Africa Regional
Program.”

1970s

J.Tim Kennedy 72
reminds all his classmates
who turn 50 this year to
get a colonoscopy, as he
does every five years.

William Drexler ‘72 says
“Hi = I'm living in
Scottsdale, AZ, playing
golf whenever | can.
Anyone planning on
coming down this winter,
drop me a line.”

Once again, Thomas
Cosgrove lll ‘73 has been
voted "Minnesota Father of
the Year" by his son, Tommy
(that's 16 years in a row).

Timothy Plunkett ‘73
has a new position as Vice
President, Marketing for
the Minnesota Lawyers
Mutual Insurance
Company.

Mike Bann ‘77 writes: “I

just wanted to drop a link

to my new vacation rental
home in beautiful Big Sky,
MT - www.bighorn62.com
- 30 minutes from

Yellowstone. If you have
never been there, you
need to go.”

Tom Trapp’78 and

wife Jan Marie (Vis '81)
sailed home to the USA
aboard the liner Queen
Elizabeth Il in April follow-
ing a visit to England. Also
sailing aboard the QE I
was classmate Mike
Bauman '78.

Nicholas Hernandez ‘79
writes: “My oldest son,
Mario '03 is enjoying
lowa State University.

My daughter, Analisa,

is a senior at Visitation.
Vincent ‘07 is enjoying
his sophomore year at
STA. Our youngest
daughter, Josie, age 13, is
at Family Academy Grade
School”

Jim Taylor ‘79 lives with
his wife and three children
in Eagan. He is the CEO of
Interlog USA, Inc., a global
logistics services provider.
Jim recently saw fellow
alumnus Rick Battis ‘79 at
a party and had a good
reminisce.

1930s

Tim Salem 80 is
coaching football at the
University of Central
Florida in Orlando where
he is quarterback coach
and offensive coordinator.

Elias Chua 81 and his
wife, Paula, announce the
birth of their fourth child,
Mark Benjamin Chua in
June.That makes the Chua
household complete -
Lauren, Theresa, Alexandra
and Mark.




GENERATIONS

A classmate of Norman
Jones ‘81 writes: “On
May 30, 2004, the class of
1981 lost a classmate, a
teammate and most of all,
a friend, Norm Jones.
Norm was diagnosed with
a non-small cell carcinoma
in the summer of 2003. He
is a hero and inspiration.”

Mike Pappenfus ‘81
would like to say hi to all
his classmates. He is back
flying the 737-800 as of
November 4 for Sun
Country Airlines after a
three-year furlough.

Patrick O’Neill, Jr. ‘82
writes: “l am proud to
announce that Patrick H.
O'Neill Il “10 is now
enrolled in the Middle
School.”

Chris and Peter Gavin ‘83
are living in Philadelphia,
PA with their sons, Andrew
and Nicholas. The boys are
five years old and just
starting kindergarten. If
anyone is living in the
area, send Peter an e-mail
at eyes2gavin@aol.com.

After 20 years of Active
and Reserve duty Paul
Harris 83 retired from the
Army in July. More
importantly, Paul and
Nancy announce the birth
of daughter number four,
Betsy Claire, on Aug 6,
2004. She joins Lindsay,
Anna, and Elise.

Joseph Cotton ‘85
writes: “What is up
everybody? | have been
disconnected from the STA
Community for so long
and stumbled upon the
website. | never left the
East Coast since | came
out here for college in
1985 and don't get back to
Minnesota often but it's
great to see all of these
familiar names.”

Cmdr David Dietz ‘85
now serves as an aide to
General Eichenberry,
Deputy Commander of the
U.S. Pacific Command
based at Camp Smith, HlI,
while serving as a drilling
reservist for a unit based

Tom Byrne (brother of Bob Byrne and uncle of
Mike Byrne ‘63) taught at the Academy from 1948 -
1953 and had Father Dan Ostdiek ‘50 as a student.
Tom still occasionally teaches math as a substitute at
STA. Father Ostdiek (STA's Chaplain) taught Frank
Blankley at Fenwick High School in Oak Park, IL.

as a student.

Frank Blankley (STA English teacher since 1975 and
current registrar) has Charlie Holtz ‘05 in his World
Lit class and also had Charlie’s father, Larry Holtz ‘78

out of Rock Island, IL. He
continues to work as a
Program Manager for
Lockheed Martin, based
in Eagan.

Eric Rapp '86 announces
that Asa Rapp was born on
Sunday, September 17, at
1:47 a.m. He weighed in at
8 Ibs. 12 oz. Big sister
Reagan is getting used to
sharing Mom's (Karla)
attention.

Robert Wollan ‘86 and
his wife, Carolyn,
welcomed twin daughters
in May, 2004. Catherine
Ann and Emily Jane join
big sister Elizabeth (7) at
their home in St. Paul.
Robert is a partner at
Accenture in Minneapolis.

Michella and Tom Bonfe
'87 are expecting their
fourth child — after three
boys (Luke, Michael and
Jack) — finally, a girl.

Arnie Liati '87 married
Heather Marshall in
January, 2005. They live
in Seattle, WA.

Katy (Vis '86) and Jarrod
Smith ‘87 welcome their
second son, Dillon, born
June 1, 2004.

Michael Manning ‘88
writes: “l wrote last asking
the members of the Saint
Thomas Academy family
to pray for my father who
was stricken with cancer.
My father lost his fight on
August 30, 2004. | wanted
to thank everyone who
kept my father in their
thoughts and prayers.”

1990s

Matthew Mohs 90
recently started a new job
with the St. Paul Public
Schools as Assistant
Director for Funded
Programs, with the
primary responsibility of
overseeing the implemen-
tation of the No Child Left
Behind Act. Matt and his
family — wife Meghan and
son Alex — just moved to
Mendota Heights.

John Goodpaster ‘91
writes that he and his wife,
Mindi, bought their first
new house in April. He
works as a forensic
chemist for the ATF
Laboratory.

Brian Miller '92 lives in
Milwaukee, WI with his
wife Kim and their three
children. He is an
Outbound Supervisor at
Dayton Freight Company.

Adam Naryka '92 writes:
“It feels great to be back in
Minnesota again. | was 18
the last time | lived here
so | don't even know
where the good places

to go are located. In any
case, it would be great to
hear from you.”

Brent Nistler ‘92 and

his wife Kim are happy

to announce the birth of
their first child, Claire
Margaret, born on May 6,
2004. Brent recently joined
the law firm of Reinhart
Boerner Van Deuren S.C.
Email him at
bnistler@reinhartlaw.com.
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Nick Johnson 94 married
Abigail Culton on June 28,
2003.

Adam Miller ‘94 lives in
Hastings with his wife Tobi
and their two children, and

works for Motoprimo South.

Brian Junkin "96 writes
that he was married in
November 2000 and his
first child, Adam William,
was born October 15, 2003.
He works for Minnesota
Sports and Entertainment.

Rob Laqui '96 was
featured in a November
Twin City Business Monthly
article about plans to stage
an independent commercial
production of the musical,
“The Wild Party,” in St. Paul
this spring.

Neil Miller '96 lives in
Shakopee with his wife
Kison and is a pilot for
Pinnacle Airlines, based in
Minneapolis.

Chris Sandeen 96 writes:
“Things are well in Michigan,
and if any of you are in the
Detroit or Lansing area, let
me know.” CRSANDEEN5
@aol.com

After graduating from
Macalester in 2001, Andy
Calvin ‘97 went on to the
School of Public Health at
the University of Minnesota
where he earned his MPH in
Epidemiology. After
graduation he married his
high school sweetheart,
Leah, and began medical
school at the U of M.

Daniel Nilsson '98 writes
that he is “back from Haiti —
thanks for all the notes and

Members of the STMA Class of 1949 met in September to
share stories and laughs. Pictured (L - R) are Paul Joyce,
John “Jack/Homer” Orme, Paul Fuller, George
Glotzbach, Bertram “Bert” Maas.

care packages — my Marines
tore into those about as
quickly as Mr. Ekstrand
could figure out the theory
of relativity. | am now
getting ready to deploy over
to Iraq in early 2005!”

Kevin Fitzgerald '99 is
working in downtown
Minneapolis for advertising
and marketing firm Hanley
Wood.

Jonathan Miller '99 lives
in West St. Paul and is a
manager at Joseph's Grill.

2000s

On June 29, Robert

Deeb ‘00 signed a contract
with the Chicago Cubs to
play for their rookie ball
team in Mesa, AZ. He
reported there on the 31st
to start playing last
summer.

Dustin LaFavre ‘01 writes:
“I'm a senior at St. Thomas
majoring in real estate
finance. I'm planning on
going to law school and am
very active in investing in
real estate right now. We'll
see what time produces.”

Mitchell Malecha '01
graduated from the
University of St. Thomas
where he was president of
the UST Crew Team that
participated nationally and
in Canada. He is still a Ford
Motorhead.

Chris McNamara ‘01 is
president of CHI PSI
Fraternity at Washington
and Lee University in
Lexington, VA and will
graduate this June with a
degree in politics.

John Carey '02 says:
“Hello! | hope everyone is
doing well at school and
otherwise. Just thought I'd
say hi, feel free to e-mail or
call me. I'm looking forward
to seeing everyone at an
upcoming reunion. Good
luck with everything.”

Dan Fitzgerald ‘03
transferred from Tulane
University in New Orleans
to Marquette University in
Milwaukee. He loves the
school and the basketball
program, and is happy to
be back in the Midwest.

Please remember in your
prayers these classmates who
died during the past year.

Deceased April 18, 2004
to December 15, 2004

Joel D. Babic '57
F. Donnelly Black '51
Paul R. Bouthilet '72
Franklin W. Dunn '40
Dirk M. Fenna '90
Richard Garlock ‘39
Angelo J. Giuliani '30
John L. Helm '38
Howard Hill '40
Raymond Holton '61
Carroll V. Jackson '48
Norman P. Jones '81
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Bernard R.
Kramer '09
Albert E. Martin '26
Donald J. McGlynn '39
Jerome A. McPharlin '46
Lawrence H. Milliman '68
Lawrence J. Mullin '50
William J. Towle Il '46
John S. Vandenover '38
Grant West '90
Frank J. Winter '33



Coming Up
Mark Your Calendar

JANUARY

13 Faculty/Staff Appreciation Party

@ Moose Country 3:30-5:30p.m.

(Alumni encouraged to attend)

15 Alumni Hockey Game @ STA
Ice Arena 10:30 a.m. - STA vs.
Cretin Varsity Hockey Game @
STA Ice Arena 2:00 p.m.

24-28 Catholic Schools Week

26 Band Concert @ Visitation
7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY

16 Naples Alumni Outreach Event

23 Parent-Teacher Conferences
5:30-8:30 p.m.

24 Parent-Teacher Conferences
2:30-5:30 p.m.

MARCH

10 New Student Registration

Arizona Alumni Outreach Event
(date to be determined)

21-28 Spring Break — No school

APRIL
7 Brigade Formal Inspection
15 Community Auction -
Family Night
16 Community Auction — Gala Night
26-29 Annual Academy Art Show
MAY
3 Father/Son Banquet @ STA

5-7 ST(M)A Alumni Reunion

6 Alumni Military Review 2:00 p.m.
10 Awards Convocation
1 Band Concert @ Visitation
7:00 p.m.
13 Senior Military Review
18 Senior Eagle Awards
22 Baccalaureate Mass and
Reception @ STA 10:00 a.m.
JUNE
3 STA Graduation @ Cathedral

Weekend (see page 12 for
events and times)

7:30 p.m.

Visit www.cadets.com for weekly school
information and news.

Saint Thomas Academy regrets the following errors/omissions in

the 2003-04 Annual Report.

Memorials and Honors
In Memory of James S. Carlson ‘76
Mr. & Mrs. Emil C. Carlson

Honor Roll of Donors
FounDER’s CIRCLE
Mrs. Anne Hickey Everett

HEADMASTER’S COUNCIL
Mr. & Mrs. Michael John Mullin ‘51

CADET CLUB
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Nardi ‘89

ALUMNI HONOR RoLL
Class of 1951
Michael John Mullin
Class of 1989
Joseph L. Nardi

W Saint Thomas Academy

SABER

The Saber is a publication of
SaintThomas Academy and
is published four times a
year, for alumni, families
and friends of the Academy.
Your comments, story ideas
and suggestions are
welcome. Please call editor
Mary Culbertson, Director of
Communications and
Special Events, at
651-683-1532 or email
mculbertson@cadets.com.

SaintThomas Academy

949 Mendota Heights Road
Mendota Heights, MN 55120
651-454-4570

651-454-4574 fax

www.cadets.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:

From now on, each STA
household will receive one
copy of SABER. Thanks to
readers who have alerted
us to situations in which a
single household was
receiving multiple copies.

PHOTO CREDITS
A.J. Forliti
Andy King
Bill Alkofer
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By Dr. Celeste Heidelberger
Dean of Academics
Saint Thomas Academy

U nderstanding of the value
of gender-separate education

Final Thoughts

continues to grow. Articles, such
as the one that made the front
page of the St. Paul Pioneer Press
in December, demonstrate interest by local public schools in
offering separate classes for girls and boys. Saint Thomas Academy
has graduated generations of boys whose parents believed in the
benefit of single-sex education.

What do we know about educating boys? Over the years,
Saint Thomas Academy has retained practices that help boys
thrive. The Academy provides boys the opportunity to build their
own “sense of self” within a safe learning environment. The
absence of girls allows boys to concentrate on learning, free to
risk and to achieve, without the embarrassment that adolescents
may experience when the opposite gender is present. Reducing
the pressures about dress, appearance, or behavior, the all-male
environment creates freedom from posturing, so boys worry less
about what others think. Loss of distractions enhances academic
focus for boys.

New information from brain research demonstrates that the
teenage brain continues to develop, undergoing dramatic change
until maturation in the 20’s. Boys can be more difficult to teach.
They have more learning and discipline problems. Boys fidget and
their moods change. They have short attention spans and their

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
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St. Paul, MN 55120
Permit Number 857

Building each boy’s sense of self

grades fluctuate. Given this reality, boys need to belong and to
feel connected.

How do STA teachers instruct boys who are maturing
intellectually, growing rapidly, and desiring independence?

The professional development of our teachers remains an annual
priority. Whether it is providing in-house training, such as the
sessions last fall by instructors from the Michael Gurian Institute,
participating in regional and national conventions, or completing
Masters’ degrees, all teachers are doing professional development.

Jessica Kotfis, STA's Learning Specialist, attended the
Learning and Brain Conference in Boston in November. She
reported that our after-school tutoring program is an excellent
way to create a bonding relationship between student and
instructor.

A volunteer reading program called PAGERS, designed and
implemented by our media specialist, Ann Girres, is a huge
success. Each quarter students and staff read a book, selected by
Mrs. Girres, for its interest to boys. Since boys often tend to be a
year or two behind girls in their reading, PAGERS is an
opportunity to help the boys develop skills in reading, discussion,
and critical thinking. Boys also tend to lag behind girls in their
writing. Our department chairs are identifying the required
writing (across curriculum), to make sure our boys have multiple
opportunities to develop and improve their writing.

Saint Thomas Academy is a place that welcomes and
cherishes boys. The loyalty, friendship, and camaraderie develop
bonds that last a lifetime. Our instruction provides them with
opportunities for expression, satisfaction, and challenge in order
to be respectful, responsible, and productive citizens.




