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• Financial assistance for students

Technology needs in the classrooms •

• Support for the Campus Ministry program

Support for co-curricular athletics and activities •

• Support for the Chaplain and the Chapel

Necessary academic department supplies • 

• Faculty/staff salaries 

Faculty/staff benefits • 

• Required facility maintenance

Increased utility bills • 
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The students, faculty and staff depend on your gifts to the Academy. 
Your continued financial support allows the faculty to educate the leaders of tomorrow. Thank you for making a gift!

Three ways you can donate to the Annual Fund:
• Make an online donation at CADETS.COM/donate.

• Call the Advancement Office to make a payment by telephone (651-683-1577).

• Use the enclosed envelope to mail your gift.

Top Ten Reasons to 
Make a Gift to the Academy:
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Alumni News

The Board of Directors of the Alumni Association
has developed an organizational structure for
the association that will improve and enhance

communications between classmates and between
alumni and STA. We have improved upon the class
agent/class representative system and this structure
will provide each and every alumnus a direct,
personal link to information about his fellow
classmates, as well as news and events
surrounding the Academy.   

The new organizational scheme will have three
levels of volunteers: Decade Commanders, Class
Captains and Class Lieutenants.   

DECADE COMMANDERS are responsible for class
relations within a decade of classes (e.g., 1990
through 1999). They will also serve as a conduit of
information and foster communications among
those classes, chiefly through the Class Captains. In
addition, they function as a liaison between those
classes and the alumni board and will be members
of the board.    

CLASS CAPTAINS are the chief representatives of
their respective classes. Each class will have one
Captain and his primary responsibilities are to
foster communications among his classmates and
plan, coordinate and execute class activities, events
and meetings (especially those pertaining to Alumni
Reunion/Homecoming), as well as assisting the
development office with class giving. He will also
be the liaison between his class and the Decade
Commander. Each Class Captain will have a Class
Lieutenant, or Lieutenants, to help him with his
responsibilities.

CLASS LIEUTENANTS will assist the Class Captain
in fostering communications between classmates
and help plan, coordinate and execute class
activities. It is recommended that there be one
Class Lieutenant to help maintain and update class
contact information, and another Lieutenant to help
coordinate class events, activities and giving. 

If you are interested in volunteering as a Decade
Commander, Class Captain or Class Lieutenant,
please call Ms. Shannon Smith, the alumni relations
assistant, at (651) 683-1599 or e-mail her at
alumni@cadets.com.  

Each of these newly-created positions will be for a
yet-to-be-determined time period. Those who agree
to serve as Decade Commanders, Class Captains
and Class Lieutenants will be invited to the Friday
luncheon during Reunion/Homecoming Weekend to
officially accept and begin their term.

All alumni are welcome to serve in any of these
positions. However, representatives from the
alumni association and the development office will
contact individuals who have served as class
agents and representatives in the past (as well as
others who have made known a desire to get more
involved) to see who is willing to serve in these
positions. Once all of these positions have been
filled, the organizational chart will be posted on
CADETS.COM/ALUMNI.

Kelly M. Rowe ’79
President 
Saint Thomas Academy Alumni Association 

From the President
of the Alumni Association

Kelly Rowe ‘79

New Association structure
provides direct link for alumni

Alumni Association Executive Committee 
(L-R) Treasurer Ned Gordon ’53, President
Kelly Rowe ’79, President-Elect Steve
Kelly ’86 and Secretary Michael Reif ’98. 



SAVE THE DATES! 
THE 2009 HOMECOMING AND
ALUMNI REUNION WEEKEND
OCTOBER 8-11, 2009

ALL ALUMNI ARE WELCOME!

October 8 Senior Alumni Stag
Dinner

October 9 Alumni Memorial Mass

Edward G. Hames Award

Alumni Review

Tailgate/Carnival

Hall of Fame Induction

All-Class Stag Party

October 10 Gatherings for Classes
ending in 4 and 9

October 11 All-Class Mass

Monday, June 22, 2009
Prestwick Golf Club
9555 Wedgewood Drive
Woodbury, MN  55125

Registration begins at 11:30 a.m.
Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m.
Your choice of Scramble or Medal Play  

$150 per person includes 18 holes of golf with cart 
and dinner by Axel’s at Prestwick

NEW THIS YEAR!
Early Bird Special — $125 if registered and paid by May 15, 2009
Banquet Dinner only —  $25
Buy a Mulligan — $5

On-line registration and payment available at
http://alumni.cadets.com/golf

Hole Sponsorship available for $150

A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS BENEFITS THE ALUMNI SONS ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SAINT THOMAS ACADEMY

ALUMNI GOLF OPEN

2009 ALUMNI GOLF OPEN REGISTRATION FORM

Name __________________________________________________________  Class Year _______

Medal   or   Scramble (circle one)

Name(s) and Class Year(s) of the other members in my foursome (optional): 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

*Early Bird Special ($125 per golfer) for _______ golfer(s)  *Must be PAID before May 15, 2009

� Regular Rate ($150 per golfer) for _______ golfer(s)

� Buy a Mulligan ($5 each) for ________ golfer(s)  

� Banquet only ($25 per person) for ______ guest(s)

� $150 for a hole sponsorship

Name on the hole sponsor sign ____________________________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

� My check for $ _______________ is enclosed (Made payable to Saint Thomas Academy)

� Please charge my credit card $________________        VISA   or   MasterCard (circle one)

Name as it appears on card _______________________________________________________

Credit Card Number _____________________________________________________________

Expiration Date _______________

Return completed form to: Saint Thomas Academy, 955 Lake Drive, Mendota Heights, MN 55120

For additional information, contact Shannon Smith at (651) 683-1599 or alumni@cadets.com.

The STA Development Office and Alumni

Association seeks your assistance in

identifying qualified candidates for

consideration for the Opus Sancti Thomae

Award and the Edward G. Hames Alumni

Honors Award. Nomination forms and

previous recipients may be found online.

Hames Alumni Honors Award –

CADETS.COM/HAMES

Opus Award –

CADETS.COM/OPUS

NOMINATIONS
SOUGHT
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Alumni in the News
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In December, Frank Miley ’80 was named the Director of

Development at Cretin-Derham Hall.

In March, Dan Saad ’81 received the Humanitarian of the

Year award from the University of St. Thomas. “Kids start out

smiling, but for some reason, the smile goes away,” said Saad,

who in 1995 founded the Safe Haven Shelter for Youth in Prior

Lake. “We rebuild trust,” he said. “A lot of the kids who come to

our shelter think they are juvenile delinquents… what they often

need is a stepping stone and a chance.” The complete article may

be read online at HTTP://ALUMNI.CADETS.COM (in the News section).

The executive committee of Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman &

Dicker LLP elected Daniel J. McMahon ’82 Chairman of the

Executive Committee. McMahon, based in the firm’s Chicago

office, was part of the firm’s transition team for several years, 

and served as chairman of the operations group and as senior

managing partner. “Wilson Elser is a great firm and has always

adapted to changing times,” McMahon said. “I look forward to

leading the firm as we grow and continue to serve the best

interests of our clients.”  

Mark Dwyer ’82 was featured in a recent issue of Southwest

Journal (a Minneapolis community newspaper) about his plan to

purchase and redevelop “what is arguably the epicenter of

Linden Hills” at 43rd and Upton. Dwyer, a commercial property

owner and Linden Hills Business Association president, is

proposing a large mixed-use development with the input of the

area’s neighbors.  

The Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) announced that 

Tony Jace ’83 is CPI’s new Chief Executive Officer. “He joins

CPI from Oracle USA and has an extensive background in

leading high growth organizations to achieve outstanding results

globally. His six years of overseas experience in conjunction 

with his recent national leadership at Oracle USA presented an

excellent fit.” CPI, the world’s leading training organization

specializing in the management of disruptive and assaultive

behavior, is based in Brookfield, WI, and maintains several 

offices overseas.

The father of a 1977 Cretin alumnus was rehabbing a house

near West Seventh Street in St. Paul when he came across an old

sports page stuffed in the ceiling that has the 1949 Cadets taking

the state basketball title from the Raiders. The family sent the

newspaper to the STA Alumni Office.  

Jon Horning ’56 is one of four inductees into the seventh

class of the Willmar High School Cardinal Pride Hall of Fame in

Willmar, MN. While he has coached football, wrestling, tennis

and track, and announces baseball games, his name will forever

be linked to the 1987 baseball team he coached that won the

big-school state title with a five-run rally in the bottom of the

seventh at the Metrodome.

Chris Schneeman ’74 was named St. Paul Winter Carnival’s

King Boreas LXXIII. Schneeman and members of his court visited

STA in January. 

Mick Cochrane ’75 created “a genuine, uplifting and truly 

all-American tale with his first novel for young readers, The Girl

Who Threw Butterflies,” according to one review. A division of

Random House published the book in February. Cochrane, the

author of two other books, Flesh Wounds and Sport, is a

professor of English and the Lowery writer-in-residence at

Canisius College in Buffalo, NY.

Do you have Alumni News to share? Please send it to us – e-mail alumni@cadets.com.

�



Alumni in the News

Dan Brooks ’86 and Randy Skarda ’86 led Team “Herbies”

to an undefeated weekend in Janury, winning the 40-and-over

U.S. Pond Hockey Championship. Team “Herbies” represented

the Herb Brooks Foundation. Phil Housley, Wally Champan, 

Rick Farrell and Tom Sagissor also competed. 

(Cadet Colonel) Pete Maulik ’90 was recently named Chief

Operating Officer (COO) of Fahrenheit 212, a worldwide

strategic consultancy focused on innovation based in New York

City. Fahrenheit was named a “white hot innovation company”

by Business Week Magazine. Maulik is a partner in Fahrenheit

212 and his most recent position was business director.

Timmy McManus ’07, who will be a junior at Dartmouth

College in the fall, was named a captain for the 2009-10 football

team. This is only the second time in the history of Dartmouth

that a junior has been named a captain.

John Dowdle ’91 and Drew Dowdle ’93 will direct and

executive produce the supernatural thriller movie Devil, based on

an original M. Night Shyamalan story. The film begins production

this year.  

Rob Jesmer ’92 helped John Cornyn win reelection to the

U.S. Senate this past fall. Cornyn was elected National

Republican Senatorial Committee chairman within weeks of the

election and he selected Jesmer, his campaign manager, to be the

committee’s executive director. Jesmer worked for the National

Republican Congressional Committee in 1999, as national field

director for the National Republican Congressional Committee

during the 2002 cycle, served as the Republican National

Committee's southern political director during the 2006 cycle

and briefly on U.S. Sen. John McCain’s (R-Ariz.) presidential

campaign. In between those stints, Jesmer spent time on Capitol

Hill mastering the workings of the House as chief of staff to U.S.

Rep. Mike Rogers, an Alabama Republican. After he worked for

McCain, Jesmer signed on with Cornyn’s reelection campaign.

Paul Raih ’97 received the Barclays Global Investors

prestigious Global Values Award for 2008. In order to be

considered for the award, a Barclays Global Investors employee

must be respected for their contributions by a broad community,

be an obvious role model to peers and colleagues, and embody at

least one of BGI’s core values. Paul is a product manager working

in Sydney, Australia.

Erik Solberg ’00 finished in ninth place at the American

Birkebeiner Race in Cable, WI, in February, beating two-time

U.S. Olympian Lars Flora. More than 7,400 skiers competed in

the four races, the second-largest number in race history.

Alumni participants in the annual Battis-Bohen Thanksgiving

Day Turkey Bowl are shown above at center field in Gerry

Brown Stadium. This year marked the 75th anniversary of the

game that was originated by Nick Battis to keep his seven sons

(all alumni) occupied while the Thanksgiving meal was prepared

by his wife Margaret. The Bohen family joined when Tom Bohen

married Carmela Battis. Tom and Carmela’s grandchildren

(Rowley) also help carry on the tradition. The game was covered

by local television stations. Pictured above are (L-R): 

John Battis ’82, Pete Battis ’85, Mike Rowley ’87,

Chris Battis ’90, Mike Battis ’64, Rick Battis ’79, 

Jim Bohen ’65, Dick Battis ’53, George Battis ’68,

Chris Bohen ’70, Tom Battis ’89 and Dave Rowley ’90.

�
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C L A S S  N O T E S
We want to hear from you! Please send your contributions to Class
Notes via e-mail to alumni@cadets.com, via the Internet at CADETS.COM

(Alumni Online Community), or by mail, attention Alumni Office. 
We will use as many as possible in each issue.

18

C
LA

S
S

 N
O

T
E

S

1950s
Judge Bob Pleus ’53
retired after serving nine
years on the Fifth District
Appellate Court in Florida.
He has taken senior judge
status and will be utilized 
on an as-needed basis. 
In December, Pleus was 
the keynote speaker at the
Barry University Law School
graduation. He continues 
to serve as a permanent
deacon assigned to Holy
Family Parish in Orlando. 

Jerry Thomas ’53 retired
from American Bank
(formerly Midway Bank)
after 46 years of service. 
At the time of his retirement,
Jerry was the Vice President
of Correspondent Banking. 

Michael Card ’57 shares:
“When I was a Cadet, my
nicknames were Axel,
Towser or Tallulah, after 
the characters on my Dad’s
television show. I didn’t 
own a personal identity 
until I went to college in
Tucson, where nobody ever
heard of Clellan Card.
Ironically, being in Southern
California for 46 years, 
I really enjoy it when people
remember my Dad. Fifteen
years ago, I got a call from
Julian West in Minneapolis
who wanted to write a
biography of my father. After
several stops and starts, it
was ready for publication in
December. It’s called What a
Card! The Story of Axel and
His Dog and Clellan Card.
West is an excellent and

1960s
Terry Kelly ‘63 writes: 
“Last April, I was named to
the Wisconsin High School
Football Coaches
Association Hall of Fame
and was inducted at a
ceremony in Madison. I am
still teaching and coaching at
Marquette University High
School, in Milwaukee.”

Five years ago, Doug 
Ebert ‘64 retired from his
career as an American
Airlines captain in Chicago.
He now lives at the St. Paul
Seminary and will be
ordained as a priest in May. 

James Stephan ‘65 sent a
note: “Just checking in to
say hi to classmates and
dorm mates.” 

1970s
Phil Soucheray ’72 writes:
“I’m pleased to set before 
the STA community an
opportunity to experience
travel planning and booking
at its best. Visit my Web site
at ultimatevacation.rovia.com
and use the most powerful
travel search engine
available. Find your best
flight, your best hotel, car
rentals and book them, all
on one site. While you’re
there, consider joiningMembers of the Class of 1946 and friends gathered for their annual Christmas party. 

entertaining writer. He did
tons of research on the
project and I’m really proud
of his work. The book is
available at most Twin Cities
area bookstores, the usual
online vendors or
bookhousefulfillment.com.”

Brother Michael
McGovern ‘59 writes:
“Presently, I am still
assigned to St. Dominic
Priory in Denver, CO, and 
am a chaplain at the Hospice
of St. John. In January, I was
in the Dominican Order for
49 years. I will be professed
in solemn vows 48 years on
July 11, 2009.” 
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Toby Madden ’81 works 
at the Minneapolis Federal
Reserve Bank. In March, 
he met with STA senior
economics students to
discuss the current
economy.

Virtual Radiologic Corp.,
Minnetonka, named Mike
Kolar ‘87 vice president,
general counsel and
secretary. 

1990s
Zach Maulik ‘92, has been
appointed Director of Sales
for Source R & D of San Jose,
CA. Source R & D is a
supplier of Optical/Digital
electronic components.

“I want to share with
everyone that I have started
my own venture in the
insurance business,” writes
Pat O’Keefe ’93. “I am
selling health insurance 
as an independent agent 
and represent multiple
companies to provide the
best possible choice that
best fits your needs. I sell
medical supplements to
seniors as well as individual,
group and long term care
insurance. So if you need
someone that you can trust
and believe in please give
me a call.”  

Pat Donohue ‘95 and wife
Anne welcomed a new
addition to the family,
Brooke Elizabeth Donohue,
born on September 15, 2008.

Will Hankee ’96 writes:
“My wife Lisa, son Liam 
and I relocated to Boston,
MA, in September. We 
would like to get in touch
with any alumni in the
Boston area. Send an e-mail
to whankee@yahoo.com.”

Bill Baumgaertner ’67 writes: “The trip from California to the Class of 1967’s annual
Christmas party at O’Gara’s in St. Paul is always worth the effort and I am particularly grateful to
see my old buddies become even better new buddies as we sort of help each other into early
middle age. Until next year or sooner… God Bless Saint Thomas Academy and all that it still
means to us.” 

George Turner ’79 writes: “The Class of 1979 had a Mass, celebrated by Fr. Dan Conlin ’80,
followed by our annual lunch, all held at the Pool & Yacht Club. We raised a little money for our
fallen classmate Tom Byrne ’79. We have done this each year for too many to count.”

From Rick Battis ’79: “I am
chairing the Annual Alumni
Golf Open on June 22, 2009,
at Prestwick Golf Club in
Woodbury. It’s not too early
to sign up. Visit
CADETS.COM/ALUMNI for 
details and registration. 
Look forward to seeing
everyone there.”

DreamTrips — an exclusive
club that delivers five-star
vacations at two- and three-
star prices. This is a new
adventure for me – becoming
an entrepreneur. I’d be
grateful for your support,
confident that you’ll enjoy.”

Marty Schneider ’78 was
named to the Board of
Directors of the Ordway
Center for the Performing
Arts in Saint Paul. 

1980s
Sean Kennedy ‘81 notes:
“A younger co-worker
noted my use of Spanish 
in conversation with a
client, saying my high
school days were a long
time ago. I was proud to
tell him I’d been a student
of Mr. Schnell. Thank you,
Mr. Schnell!” 
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“I was named the 2008
Captain John Parker Award
winner for Sentry
Insurance,” writes Jay
Roberts ’96. “This award
reflects the top sales
producer out of 4,000
employees for Sentry
Insurance (a $7 billion
company based in Stevens
Point, WI). In addition, I was
the youngest recipient of
the award in the company’s

105-year history. My wife
Laura and I were flown to
Florence, Italy, via private
jet, where the award was
presented and a two-week
paid trip through Italy,
England and France
commenced. Laura and I,
along with our three
daughters Ava (6), Gwen (3)
and Samantha (7 months),
reside in California.” 

After declining Special Agent
Appointments to the United
States Secret Service and
Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Anand
Arockiasamy ’98 accepted
the Special Agent
Appointment to the
Diplomatic Security Service
(DSS), U.S. Department of
State, in March 2008, and
received his credentials by
order of the Secretary of
State in November. He
currently resides in New York
City for his domestic tour
before beginning a three-
year overseas rotation for
the duration of his career. 

Jonathan Weber ’99 and
wife Michelle became proud
parents to baby boy
Christian James Weber on
March 2, 2009. Pictures are
posted on Jonathan’s site at
http://www.cjw.me.

2000s
Surreal Vodka, the company
owned by Derek Olson ’00
and his father Cliff, received
an excellent score of 92
points in the February 2009
issue of Tasting Panel
magazine for its Classic
Surreal Vodka. The Olsons
are donating their superb
vodka to the STA
Community Auction to be
used for the martini bar and
specialty cocktails. 

Eric Lindgren ’01 writes: 
“I was recently promoted to
survey department manager
at Rani Engineering and am
currently working hard on a
survey for the proposed
central corridor light rail line
after finishing work on the
new 35W bridge.” 

SGT Dan Orme ’03 has
been in the Minnesota Army
National Guard for five
years. He is currently
serving as a Combat Medic,
Evacuation Section in
Brainerd, MN. “In the last
year, I served as riot control
during the Republican
National Convention in 
St. Paul, and as riot control
during the Presidential
Inauguration in January. 
I am working on extending
my National Guard contract
for another six years.”

LTC Michael DePuglio, Commandant of Cadets, has an “Alumni in 
the Service” photo collection outside of his office. All servicemen
(and/or their families) are encouraged to send a photo to LTC DePuglio
via e-mail at mdepuglio@cadets.com or by mail to the school. 

Michael Kilgarriff ’04
notes: “I graduated from
Loyola University in
Chicago in May 2008.
Currently, I am working 
at Kirkland and Ellis Law
Firm in Chicago and will
be starting law school in
2009.” 

Christopher Kappes ’05
writes: “I made it through
basic training without a
hitch and am currently at
Sheppard AFB, TX, taking
classes to be a C-130 crew
chief. No issues getting 
E-3.”

Peter Bauleke ’06 is in
Amman studying Arabic
with other USMA cadets.
Peter had the opportunity
to meet General Petraeus
when the General stopped
by to visit.  

Conor Marrinan '07
transferred to the
University of St. Thomas
this past fall, joining a
number of other STA
alumni. Congratulations to
Conor for making the
Dean’s List!

Robert Kelly ’08 shared: 
“I just wanted to let you
know that I won first place
in the instrumental solo
division of the MMEA
composition contest. I was
also selected as Minnesota
High School Composer 
of the Year. The judge’s
comments were very
positive — they liked the
structure of the piece,
especially the ‘melodic
contours,’ ‘harmonic
underpinnings,’ and
‘rhythmic invention.’”  

Pictured is Christopher 
Raih ’96 and daughter
Madeleine Bean Raih on her
first birthday, December 26,
2008. Chris and wife Jean live
with Maddie Bean in Venice,
CA, where Chris manages
Zambezi-LA.



Coming Up
Mark Your Calendar

Saber, a publication of
SaintThomas Academy, is
published four times a year
for alumni, families and
friends of the Academy.Your
comments, story ideas and
suggestions are welcome.
Please call editor Mary
Culbertson, Director of
Communications, at
651-683-1532 or email
mculbertson@cadets.com.

Saint Thomas Academy
949 Mendota Heights Road
Mendota Heights, MN 55120

651-454-4570
651-454-4574 fax

CADETS.COM
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STA ALUMNI

SABER
Sa i n t Thomas Academy

Michael E. Beagan ’66
(December 2008)

Arthur L. Berg ’48
(January 2009)

Thomas C. Dawson ’70
(January 2009)

Joseph M. Finley ’42
(December 2008)

Thomas J. Germann ’65
(December 2008)

Eric J. Harms ’08
(January 2009)

James M. Lavin ’52
(November 2008)

Robert Medina ’43
(February 2009)

Roger C. Miller ’41
(January 2009)

John C. Puhl ’40
(December 2008)

William P. Timmons ’65
(February 2009)

I n M e m o r i a m
Please remember in your prayers these classmates and friends of the Academy who
recently passed away (December 13, 2008 to February 28, 2009) or of whose death we
were recently notified.

Visit CADETS.COM for the complete school calendar.

APRIL

04 Day of Rest and Reflection

for STA Men

07 Brigade Formal Inspection

09-13 Easter Break – No School

17-18 Community Auction

23-24 VISTA Spring Musical

26 VISTA Spring Musical

29 Faculty/Staff Memorial Mass

30 Academy Art Show

Reception

MAY

01-03 VISTA Spring Musical

02 Father/Son Mass

02 Eucharistic Adoration

04 AP Exams Begin

05 Father/Son Banquet

08 VISTA Spring Band Concert

12 Awards Convocation

15 Mothers’ Club Spring Mass,

Lunch and Review

MAY continued

15 VISTA Orchestra and

Choir Pops Concert

16 Military Ball

20 Military Awards

21 VISTA Choir Pops Concert

29 Closing Mass

JUNE

02 Senior Eagle Awards and

Baccalaureate Mass

04 Last Day of School

04 Graduation @

St. Paul Cathedral

09 Mothers’ Club used

uniform take-in

22 Alumni GolfTournament

JULY

23 Mothers’ Club used

uniform take-in

25 Mothers’ Club used

uniform sale



Hands-on class sparked passion 
for the environment
By Tom Greiner ‘07
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collectively. From all the data each group collected

over the year, our class created a summary of the

overall water quality of Rogers Lake and presented it

to the Mendota Heights City Council. Rather than

learning only through lectures and textbooks, 

Mr. Kinzley’s class allowed us to apply our studies 

to real-world situations. 

As I near the end of my sophomore year at

Gustavus Adolphus College, I realize more and more

how well STA has prepared me for college. In many

of my classes as an Environmental Studies major,

working in small groups is a large portion of the class

work. Whether it is mapping flood zones of the

nearby Minnesota River, identifying plants for local

parks, or working to reduce the ecological footprint 

of Gustavus, I always feel prepared because of the

great opportunities presented to me at Saint Thomas

Academy.   

The hands-on learning environment offered at

STA prepared me academically, but also presented me

with opportunities to explore my passions. Going

outside and actually getting to test water quality first

hand helped me to find my passion for the

environment.   

Throughout my career at Saint Thomas Academy 

I was constantly being prepared for life after the

Academy. Field trips to art and history museums, class

retreats, and countless co-curricular activities are just

some factors that shape cadets into well-rounded

adults. Opportunities like these, in addition to the

hands-on classes offered at STA, create a solid

foundation for life after graduation. 

My senior year at STA, I took Mr. Kinzley’s

Honors Environmental Studies class — the class

famous for the freedoms granted to students to test

the water quality at several locations around Rogers

Lake. At the time, measuring and recording the

temperature, pH, and turbidity of Rogers Lake seemed

to be the important lessons taken from that class.

Looking back I see more than just experiments being

taught, but life lessons that can be used far beyond 

the classroom. 

The hands-on learning environment at STA,

such as that of the Environmental Studies class,

provided me with opportunities to strengthen the

leadership skills taught so well at the Academy.

Working in small groups to collect water quality data

pushed us to communicate, plan and execute ideas

Tom Greiner is a
sophomore at Gustavus
Adolphus College in 
St. Peter, MN, majoring
in Environmental
Studies.
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