
SAINT THOMAS ACADEMY 
JOINT MEETING of 

 FATHERSÕ CLUB and MOTHERSÕ CLUB  
Minutes for Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2008 

7:00 p.m. Rongitsch Commons 
 

 
 
Opening:  
 
Sandy Ferr ian and Joe Jansen, Presidents of the MothersÕ Club and FathersÕ Club, 
welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
John and Jody Masciopinto read the opening prayer, Prayer of a Husband and Wife. 
 
Announcements: 
 

¥ Mary and Dave Johnson and Sue Depauw, Auction Co-Chairs, announced that 
Auction invitations have been sent, and encouraged early returns of the responses 
for attendance at Auction. They talked about this yearÕs Raffles, including a 
Toyota Prius. Also, they announced that this year there will be a dance after the 
Live Auction with music by the band Lamont Cranston  

¥ Military Ball Committee is in need of help from both fathers and mothers for set 
up and decorations for this yearÕs Military Ball. Help is needed both May 16 and 
May 17. 

¥ Mothers Helping our Community continues to need help, and volunteers are 
encouraged to contact Mary Pat FitzPatrick. 

¥ A form will be in the next all school mailing for sign up to help with the many 
volunteer opportunities available through MothersÕ Club for next yearÕs 
committees. 

¥ The upcoming Mother/Son Retreat will be held on Sunday, March 2, from 5:00-
9:00 p.m. at STA. Mass will be said by Father Bach, and MN Viking Matt Birk 
will be the featured speaker. 

¥ MothersÕ Morning of Prayer will be Thursday, March 13, from 8:45-11:45 a.m. at 
STA. This is a joint event for mothers from both Visitation and STA. Jane Leydan 
Cavanaugh will speak on ÒSaying Yes to Our Lives.Ó 

 
New Business: 
 

The proposed changes to the MothersÕ Club By-Laws that was approved by the 
Executive Board was voted on by the MothersÕ Club at large through a ballot that was 
passed out at the meeting and signed by those mothers in attendance with approval or 
disapproval choices on the ballot. 

 
 
 
 



Speaker Presentation: 
 
Karina Berzins from the MN Bureau of Cr iminal Apprehension was the guest 
speaker. She works in the area of Internet crimes against children. 
 
Some highlights from KarinaÕs talk follow: 
 

¥ At any given time, there are over 77 million children online. 
¥ One in 33 children receives aggressive solicitation at some point while online. 
¥ Internet pornography is a $2.5 billion industry in the USA each year. 
¥ 25% of web searches are for pornography. 
¥ There are 4 million pornographic web-sites .The age range that makes up the 

largest group of online viewers of pornography is 12-17 year olds. 
¥ The average age of first online exposure to pornography is age 11. 
¥ Every state in the USA now has a task force against internet crime. 
¥ The BCA performs several types of investigations including Peer to Peer (like 

Lime Wire), Cyber Tips, Undercover Chats, and Agency Referrals. 
¥ They are trying to pass a mandate in MN to include the topic of internet safety as 

a mandatory part of the curriculum at some point for all schools. 
¥ One quarter of employers ÒGoogleÓ their potential hires. 
¥ Because of the content of such internet sites as My Space.com, Facebook.com, 

Zanga.com, and Blogger.com, students have been denied entrance into colleges, 
scholarships, and jobs. 

¥ Once something is posted online, people all over can potentially see and read 
whatÕs on that site. If a person is going to have a site like My Space, make sure it 
is posted as Private. 

¥ Predators tend to stalk a person from a site like My Space, and check it frequently 
to see whatÕs been changed and updated. This is how they find out very personal 
information about the person they are stalking. 

¥ Internet Safety Tips: 
1. Keep the computer in a common room in your home. 
2. Establish rules for internet use 
3. Discuss the importance of having your child tell a trusted person if someone 

is making them feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused while online. 
4. Communicate 
5.    Use the Cyber Tip line if necessary. 
 

 
Karina Berzins can be reached at 
karinaberzins@state.mn.us. 
 
 
Submitted, 
Jody Masciopinto 
Recording Secretary 


