VISTA Jazz Band-Syllabus

7-7:45am Tuesday and Thursday for full ensemble rehearsals

7-7:45am Wednesday for weekly sectional time

Mrs. Neddermeyer   jneddermeyer@cadets.com   651-683-1569

Please check the website often for updates and information:

http://www.cadets.com/page/519

Objective:

To grow together as people, instrumentalists, musicians, artists, and thinkers through the study of jazz

Goals for 2009-2010: 

*Individual skill development in jazz style:  Technical Fluency, Vibrato, Mutes, Improvisation, Sight Reading
*Ensemble skill development: Big Band Ensemble and Sectional Ensemble, Jazz Style (Latin, Swing, Rock), Balance, Rhythm, Ensemble Ornamentation
*Jazz Appreciation and Theory: Listening, Chord Analysis, Improvisation using Chords, Scales, and Modes

*Explore Music as Expression: Music as Service, Music as Worship, Music as Ministry of Faith, Music as Discipline

Supplies:

*Instrument
All students participating in band must have their own instrument and accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc).  Order forms for reeds and supplies are available in the band room.  Please have your instrument in good working order for every rehearsal!  Absence of a working instrument will result in a lowered participation grade for the day.

*Music
Music and folders will be issued to each student.  Students are responsible any music that is lost or damaged and will be fined accordingly.  Please bring your music to every rehearsal.

*Pencil
Always have a pencil for marking music or notating music on staff paper.  NEVER USE A PEN ON MUSIC!  So, just to play it safe, just use a pencil for all assignments for band.

Expectations:

*Students will have respect for all people and things in the band room at all times!

*If you are not a percussionist or the music does not call for the instrument, please just stay out of the percussion sections.

*No food, drink, or gum….no no no….not ever….no…….never

*Instruments/cases will be properly put away and stored in the cubbies when not in use.  Cubbies are for band supplies only.  NO OTHER STUFF, PLEASE!

*Be on time to everything! To be on time is to be late….to be early is to be on time……someone important said that once, and I agree!  

*No talking during rehearsals.
*Absence from class or performance must be communicated in advance in writing.  The bottom line is, just do what you say that you will do.  Make a commitment and fulfill it.  Written work or playing tests must be completed and submitted to Mrs. Neddermeyer prior to any absence for a school sanctioned event.  Work due on the first date of an absence due to illness will be due immediately upon return to school.  In the event that students are ill from school for several days, a schedule for turning in make-up work must be negotiated with Mrs. Neddermeyer.

Grading Policy: (The grading scale is standard
Class Participation 

Class attendance, active participation, instrument in working order with music at all rehearsals

*Students who miss class due to school excused absences will be permitted to make up the points through lessons.  Unexcused absences will result in a loss of points for participation.
Performances

*You must attend all performances!

*Absences from performances must be communicated at least 24 hours before the event or it is unexcused.  Absences due to school sanctioned must be communicated or they are not excused! Emergencies will be dealt with individually.

*Service to the group will be accepted hourly for extenuating circumstances as a substitution for concert performance.  Acceptance of hourly service is at the director’s discretion.

Sectionals

Attendance at weekly sectionals is required.  Mrs. Neddermeyer will coach sectionals every other week.  Student run sectionals will occur in the off week.  Students that are unable to attend a sectional for whatever reason must communicate absence 24 hours in advance and arrangements will be made for making up points with Mrs. Neddermeyer.  Emergencies will be dealt with on a case by case basis.
Playing Evaluations

Scale tests, music spot checks, etc… on Smart Music

Written Evaluations

Notes, tests, written improvisation exercises, etc…

Important Dates:

VISTA Jazz Band will perform at a variety of events over the course of the year.  There are activities that have not yet been scheduled, but here are the dates that we do know.  Add them to your calendar!  Please communicate any known conflicts ASAP!

Jazz Band Performances:

7am classes three days each week (TWTH) of each week.  

October 5-9: Teaser event for Alumni week, date and time TBA

October 23, 2009: Community Swing Dance, STA Court, 7pm

January 13, 2010: Concert with VISTA Band

March 5-6, 2010: VIS Merrie Market, probably Family Night this year

March 18, 2010: We will play for this concert!

April 17, 2010: STA Community Auction Gala Night

May 7, 2010: We will play for this concert!

May 9, 2010: Play for the Race for the Cure at the Mall of America?  (Details TBA)

