Middle School Beginning Band

Fall 2009 Syllabus

1:05-1:50pm, B Days, Semester 1 only

Mrs. Neddermeyer   jneddermeyer@cadets.com   651-683-1569

Goals for Semester 1 of 2009: 

*Experiment with playing an instrument

*Develop basic individual skills on a wind or percussion instrument so that students wishing to continue will be prepared to participate in Middle School Intermediate Band during Semester 2

Supplies:

*Instrument
All students participating in band must have their own instrument and accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc).  Order forms for reeds and supplies are available in the band room.  Please have your instrument in good working order for every rehearsal!  Absence of a working instrument will result in a lowered participation grade for the day.  Percussionists are expected to have a stick bag with a basic set of sticks in it.  Please see Mrs. Neddermeyer for the percussionist stick bag list. The list for students in Middle School Band is basic with added mallets as students graduate to work with the VISTA High School Band in future years.  Instrument rental information will be available to any students needing to rent.

*Music
Music and folders will be issued to each student.  Students are responsible any music that is lost or damaged and will be fined accordingly.  Please bring your music to every rehearsal.

*Pencil
Always have a pencil for marking music or notating music on staff paper.  NEVER USE A PEN ON MUSIC!  So, just to play it safe, just use a pencil for all assignments for band.

Expectations:

*Students will have respect for all people and things in the band room at all times!

*If you are not a percussionist or the music does not call for the instrument, please do not go on to the top step of the band room.

*No food, drink, or gum….no no no….not ever….no…….never

*Instruments/cases will be properly put away and stored in the cubbies when not in use.

*Be on time to everything! To be on time is to be late….to be early is to be on time……someone important said that once, and I agree!  Three unexcused tardies will result in the assignment service time Mrs. Neddermeyer’s classroom.

*Students participating in a seasonal sport that meets daily during the school day will attend band on the first B Day of each week.  

*If students need to reschedule the usual meeting day, this must be communicated to Mrs. Neddermeyer in advance.  

*Students participating in both band and a sport must sign up for a weekly lesson for the duration of the sport season to make up for the class time missed.
Grading Policy: (Grading Scale is standard, and Beginning Band is S/U) 

Grading is based on a total points system.

Second Semester MS Intermediate Band is A/F

Lessons

Occasional lessons may be scheduled as needed each quarter.  They will be scheduled during tutoring time.  Students missing a lesson for any reason must discuss options with Mrs. Neddermeyer immediately.

Class Participation

Class attendance, active participation, instrument in working order with music at all rehearsals

* Students participating in both band and a sport must sign up for a weekly lesson for the duration of the sport season to make up for the class time missed.
*Students who miss class due to school excused absences will be permitted to make up the points through extra lessons.  Unexcused absences will result in a loss of points for participation.

Playing Evaluations

Scale tests, technique tests, band music spot checks through use of Smart Music

Practice Logs

*Practice logs will be assigned via Smart Music. 4 sessions of 20 minutes each are more effective than one 80 minute block.
Written Evaluations

In class journals, notes, tests, theory, appreciation, etc.
