Middle School Intermediate Band 2009-2010 Syllabus

A Days, Period 7

Mrs. Neddermeyer   jneddermeyer@cadets.com   651-683-1569

Goals for 2008-2009: 

*Individual skill development on a wind or percussion instrument

*Ensemble skill development

Supplies:

*Instrument
All students participating in band must have their own instrument and accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc).  Order forms for reeds and supplies are available in the band room.  Please have your instrument in good working order for every rehearsal!  Absence of a working instrument will result in a lowered participation grade for the day.  Percussionists are expected to have a stick bag with a basic set of sticks in it.  Please see Mrs. Neddermeyer for the percussionist stick bag list. The list for students in Middle School Band is basic with added mallets as students graduate to work with the VISTA High School Band in future years.

*Music
Music and folders will be issued to each student.  Students are responsible any music that is lost or damaged and will be fined accordingly.  Please bring your music to every rehearsal.

*Pencil
Always have a pencil for marking music or notating music on staff paper.  NEVER USE A PEN ON MUSIC!  So, just to play it safe, just use a pencil for all assignments for band.

Expectations:

*Students will have respect for all people and things in the band room at all times!

*If you are not a percussionist or the music does not call for the instrument, please just stay out of the percussion sections.

*No food, drink, or gum….no no no….not ever….no…….never

*Instruments/cases will be properly put away and stored in the cubbies when not in use.  Cubbies are for band supplies only.  NO OTHER STUFF, PLEASE!

*Be on time to everything! To be on time is to be late….to be early is to be on time……someone important said that once, and I agree!  Three unexcused tardies will result in the assignment of a “band minute.”

*No talking during rehearsals.  Wasting the band’s time will result in assignment of band service in repayment.  30 minutes of band service will be assigned for every minute (or fraction thereof) wasted during rehearsal.  Service assignments will reduce your grade if not completed within 5 school days.

*Absence from class or performance must be communicated in advance in writing.  The bottom line is, just do what you say that you will do.  Make a commitment and fulfill it.

*Students participating in a seasonal sport that meets daily during the school day will attend band on the first A Day of each week. 

* If students need to reschedule the usual meeting day, this must be communicated to Mrs. Neddermeyer in advance.  

*Students participating in both band and a sport must sign up for a weekly lesson for the duration of the sport season to make up for the class time missed.
Grading Policy: (Grading Scale is standard) 

Grading is based on a total points system.
Performances

*You must attend all concert band performances!

*Service to the band, in addition to performance of concert literature at a lesson, may be accepted hourly for extenuating circumstances as a substitution for concert performance.  Acceptance of hourly service is at the director’s discretion.

Sectionals/Lessons

Sectionals/lessons may be scheduled as needed each quarter.  They will be scheduled during tutoring time.  Students missing a sectional for any reason must discuss options with Mrs. Neddermeyer immediately.

Class Participation

Class attendance, active participation, instrument in working order with music at all rehearsals

* Students participating in both band and a sport must sign up for a weekly lesson for the duration of the sport season to make up for the class time missed.
*Students who miss class due to school excused absences will be permitted to make up the points through extra lessons.  Unexcused absences will result in a loss of points for participation.

Playing Evaluations

Scale tests, technique tests, band music spot checks through use of Smart Music

Practice Logs

*Practice logs will be assigned via Smart Music.  Minutes practiced outside of smart music must be signed by a parent and turned in on time for credit.  Students must have 80% o higher on smart music assignments for outside minutes to be counted.  Students are expected to practice 80 minutes each week.  4 sessions of 20 minutes each are more effective than one 80 minute block.
Written Evaluations

In class journals, notes, tests, theory, appreciation, etc.

Service 

Each unpaid band minute will result in loss of 5% off of the semester grade.  If a band minute is assigned and service is paid, grade will not be affected.

Important Dates:

* Wednesday, October 7, 2009: Middle School Pep for STA 7th Grade Football:  We will be playing for the STA 7th grade football game at STA against New Life Academy.  The game starts at 4:00 and we will be playing the Star Spangled Banner, the Rouser, and a couple of pep tunes for the event.  We plan to stay until half time to support the team.  We will report to the band room immediately after tutoring at 3:30 to play the event.

*Wednesday, October 21, 2009: Report time 5pm  Middle School Pep NightWe will be playing pep band with the high school band at the STA varsity football game that night.  We will have a practice at 5pm, have a pizza party together after the rehearsal, and the game starts at 7pm.  We will be working on some fun pep band tunes at the start of the year, and it will be a fun night!  Attendance is required.  Make sure to communicate any conflicts ASAP.  I will work with other school events that cause conflicts.  Since it is a weeknight, students may be excused at the start of quarter 3 with prior parent notice.

*Monday, October 26, 2009: STA Middle School Grandparents’ Day  The students that attend STA will be performing for the Grandparents’ Day reception.

*Thursday, January 14, 2010: Band Concert grades 6-12 to be held at 7pm at the Visitation Auditorium.  Please plan to stay for the entire concert

*Friday, May 7, 2010: Band Concert grades 6-12 to be held at 7pm at the Visitation Auditorium.  Please plan to stay for the entire concert.

We have read the syllabus and have committed to the performance dates.

Parent Signature:_____________________________________________

Student Signature:____________________________________________

Student Name (Printed):_______________________________________

